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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 



The following pages were sent to nie by the 
Rev. Mr. Mason, with the request that I would super- 
intend their publication in this country. They are 
accordingly now sent forth, in hope that the interest 
which has been felt in behalf of the Karens may 
be deepened, and that the cause of missions to 
the heathen in general may be promoted, by the 
striking proof of the power of the gospel here 
exhibited. 

The maps which accompany the Memoir, are 
reduced from Rushton's Bengal Gazetteer of 1842, 
and are more correct than any thing else of the 
kind heretofore published in this country. All 
the interior of Tavoy and a part of Mergui, as 
presented in that work, were taken from an origi- 
nal manuscript map of Mr. Mason's. " As all 
the Karen stations mentioned in the missionary 
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journals, are here marked, besides those visited 
by Ko Thah-Byu, they will be useful in reading 
other missionary accounts." The drawing of the 
Karen house, is Mrs. Mason's work. " The 
house diflfers in appearance from some drawings 
of Karen houses that have been made, but many 
are built in this way." The other cuts are from 
Mr. Malcom's Travels in South-Eastern Asia. 

In discharging the trust committed to me, I 
have omitted a paragraph, or two, in the second 
chapter, and in another part of the book have altered 
the arrangement of the materials. I have also in- 
serted the author's name on the title-page, and 
added a few notes. The notes which I have ad- 
ded, are distinguished by the letter e. 

H. J. RIPLEY. 

Newton Theological Institction, 
March, 1843. 
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MEMOIE. 



CHAPTER I. 

Early life of Ko Thah-Byu. — His Conversion and Baptism. 

Often had the Christian voyager gazed on the 
rocky promontories of Burmah, crowned with their 
whitened pagodas that glow amid the eternal ver- 
dure of tropic climes ; but he little thought, that " the 
misty mountain tops," in the distance, threw their 
shadows over the ejnry dwellings of a people, that 
generation after generation had charged their pos- 
terity never to worship idols. — Xavier had passed 
their mountain homes when he went to look on, but 
not to enter, inhospitable China, and find a surrepti- 
tious resting place and grave upon its barren rocks. 
— Swartz had labored half a century to destroy the 
three hundred thousand gods of India, without hear- 
ing of the nation that had rejected them all from 
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the remotest ages. — Carey had made his forty ver- 
sions without a line for the people, that were long- 
ing, with " hope deferred," for the word of God. — 
And Judson had lived seven years in Rangoon, 
preaching the Eternal God, before a single individ- 
ual would admit his existence ; while the poor un- 
noticed Karens were continually passing his door, 
and perhaps singing by the way, 

" God is eternal, his life is long, 

God is immortal, his life is long ; 

One kulpa* he dies not. 

Two kulpas he dies not j 

He is perfect in meritorious attributes, 

Kulpas on kulpas he dies not." 

The Catholics, who preceded Protestants in Bur- 
mah several decadest of years, appear to have en- 
tirely overlooked the Karens ; and it was not till 
after the late war between the English and the Bur- 
mese, and the removal of the Baptist mission to the 
Tenasserim Coast, that they began to attract the at- 
tention of the missionaries. The first allusion to 
any of that nation, is found in Mr. Judson 's journal 
of April 22d, 1827, where among three hopeful in- 
quirers he mentions " Moung Thah-pyoo, a poor 
man, belonging to Moung Shway-bay ;" but it was 
not till Mr. Judson's second notice, at the close of 

* Some long period of time.— E. 
t Tens.— E. 
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the year, that we learn the individual mentioned was 
a Karen. At that time, Mr. Judson speaking of his 
hopeful inquirers, says, "The second is Moung 
Thah-pyoo,* a Karen by nation, imperfectly ac- 
quainted with the Burman language, and possessed 
of very ordinary abilities. He has been about us 
several months and we hope that his mind, though 
exceedingly dark and ignorant, has begun to discern 
the excellency of the religion of Christ." This is 
the individual to whom the following reminiscences 
relate. It is very true that he was a man " possess- 
ed of very ordinary abilities ;" and has therefore left 
no literary relics, from which to compile a bulky 
memoir. It is true, that he was degraded among a 
people that characterize themselves as "^ nation 
most debased among the debased ;" that he was a 
poor man, and a slave, till Mr. Judson set him fr€ie. 
But it is also true, that he was afterwards a faithful 
and successful missionary, and a distinguished in- 
strument in the hands of God to arouse the atten- 
tion of the Karen nation to Christianity. From the 
day. of his baptism to his death, he never intermit- 
ted his labors in preaching Christ, where the Saviour 
had not so much as been named, from Tavoy to Si- 

* The word Moung is a Burman title of respect applied to middle 
aged men. Ko is a similar title applied to elderly men. Pyoo and 
Byu are different modes, which have been snccessiTely adopted, of 
spelling the same word. Hence Moung Thah-jtyoo and Ko Thah-byu 
designate the same man at different periods of his life.— E. 

2 
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am/; from Mntabanto tbebordefsof Ziimiiajr'; atid! 
from Rangoon to Airacan* And though- he wai; the 
fiist of his nation to go down into the haptismal uro^ 
tons, be lived to see handreds and hundreds follow 
his steps, in Tdiose convcnrsion he held a distinguish** 
ed part. We cannot err in honoring those wfaonr 
God honors ; and it therefore seems proper, tlmt the 
name of Ko Thah-byu shonld be rescued from- ob* 
livion, and inscribed among the worthies of the 
church ; that the rising genemtion may learn what 
" very ordinary abilities,'* when wholly consecrated 
to God, may accomplish. 

Ko Thah-bytt was born' about the year 1778, at s 
village called Oo-twau^ four days* journey north of 
B^seein. He resided with his parents until he was 
fifteen years of age. He was then, as he repiesent^ 
ed^ himself^ a wicked and ungovernable boy ; andf 
when he left his parents, he became a robber and. a 
murderer. " How many of his fellow men he had 
murdered, either as principal or accessary," writes 
one of the brethren, " he did not exactly know him^ 
self; more than thirty, without doubt, according to 
his' own confession. His natural temper was dia* 
bolical. After the Burmese war, .he went to Raa« 
goon, and got into Mr. Hough's service." There 
some religious impressions were made on his mind, 
and he ever remembered Mr. Hough with great af- 
fection ; and not unfrequently " Teacher Rough" 
was mnetioned many years afterwards in his public 



prayers in Tavoy. " He followed Mr. Judson to 
Amherst^" wb^re " Ko Shway-bay," writes one of 
th» missionary sisters^ "|mid for him a debt of tea. 
or twelre rupees, and took him into his family as a 
^tvant.=^ We had before felt,'* she continues, " aa^ 
interest in the Karens as a people who had not 
adopted the systems of idolatry exhibited by the 
more civilized nations around them; and this being, 
the first opportunity we had enjoyed of presenting" 
to their minds the religion of the Bible, we natural- 
ly felt deeply anxious that the grace of God should 
make it effectual to his salration. Truth seemedy. 
however, to make no impression upon his mind for a 
k>ng time ; and Ko Shway-bay getting discouraged 
with regard to doing him any good, informed us. 
that Ko Thah-byu's moral character proved to be 
such, that he could no longer retain him in his fami- 
ly. Mr. Judson, however, who at the time lived 
with us, proposed to pay the debt, if we could find 
employment by which he could support himself; and. 
he was accordingly transferred to our family. Soon 
after this period, he began to pay more attention: to 
religious instruction, and though his fits of violent 
temper gave us a great deal of trouble, it was not 
very long before we began to see signs of repent- 
ance, and the first dawnings of faith in a crucified 

* According io Bwnnan law^ the debtee becomes a slave to the 
creditor. 
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Saviour. His mind was, however, extremely dark; 
he was very slow to believe ; and then his violent 
temper often cast him down and quite discouraged' 
him from praying. After some time, howeyer, Ids 
faith began to gain a little strength, and we with 
great joy perceived a gradual improvement in his 
character. The little Burman church were, how- 
ever, very slow to perceive the change, and though 
he often begged for the privilege of baptism, yet, not 
having gained a full victory over his violent pas- 
sions, they could not think he had really been * bom 
again.' After having been with us about a year, 
the church gained sufficient evidence of the change 
to receive him as one of their number, and the next 
sabbath was appointed for his baptism. During the 
year, however, another Karen man with a family, 
and a young woman with her two little orphan 
brothers, relatives of the family, made their appear- 
ance in Maulmain, and, being in a most miserable 
starving condition, we gave them a little place to live 
in, and took the young woman into the girls' school, 
while the two little boys were put into Mr. Board- 
man's school for boys. The young woman improv- 
ed much in the school and gave good attention to 
religious instruction ; so that Ko Thah-byu had mar- 
ried her previous to the time appointed for his bap-, 
tism. He had likewise been studying very diligent- 
ly in order to be able to read the Burman Bible. 
But before the day for his baptism arrived, Mr. 
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Boardman being ready to sail for Tavoy, and wish- 
ing to take the two little Karen boys with him, Ko 
Thah-byu concluded to accompany him, as his wife 
was unwilling to be separated so far from her little 
brothers ; and his baptism was accordingly deferred 
until he should arrive in Tavoy." 

His baptism is thus recorded by Mr. Boardman, 
in his journal of May 16, 1828. 

« Repaired early in the morning to a neighboring 
tank, and administered Christian baptism to Ko 
Thah-byu, the Karen Christian who accompanied 
^s from Maulmain. May we often have the pleas- 
:Ure of witnessing such scenes. The three Karen 
visitors were present. They appear to be impress- 
ed with the truth of our doctrine. They have urged 
Ko Thah-byu to accompany them, so that I have 
left it for him to choose, whether he will go or 
stay. He has concluded to go. Perhaps God has 
a work for him to do among his countrymen. He 
is very zealous in the cause of declaring what he 
knows." 

Before following him into the jungles, it may not 
be deemed inappropriate to notice, in a separate 
chapter, the preparation of the Tavoy Karens to re- 
ceive the gospel. 



CHAPTER 11. 



Barman oppression of the Parens. — Singular prophecy. — 
Arrival of the EngWsh. — Prophecies fulfilled oooeerning 
white foreigners. — Attachment to them.— r Arrival of Teach- 
ers. — The Karens obtain books. 



The remarkable traditions of Scripture doctrines 
and facts, which make the Karen nation a people 
prepared for the gospel in a manner above all other 
unevangelized nations, are well known, and will not 
be repeated here. But the following* extracts from 
an unpublished address to the English Governor 
Oeneral, written by Sau Qua-la, a Karen assistant 
missionary, exhibit the local condition and anticipa- 
tions of the Tavoy Karens so vividly, that, should 
they contain any thing irrelevant to the present sub- 
ject, it will be overlooked, it is believed, from the 
consideration that every sentence is the unsuggested 
production of a Karen, who, when Ko Thah-byu 
entered the jungles, was wild as " the untaught In- 
dian." 

" Through the goodness of God, my nation, sons 
of the forest, and children of poverty, ought to 
praise thy nation, the white foreigners, exceedingly ; 
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and we ought to >obey your otdeis, for the Earens, 
the sons of the eastern forest, haTB neither head 
nor ear. They are poor, and scattered every where ; 
are dirided in every direction ; at the sources of the' 
waters, and in the glens abore them. When they 
iall among the Siamese, the Siamese cnake them 
slaves. When they fall among the Burmans, the 
Buimans make them slaves. So they live on one 
stream beyond another, and cannot see each other. 
They have had other things to do rather than Tisit. 
The Burmans made them drag boats, cut ratans, 
collect dammer, seek bees' wax, gather cardamums, 
strip bark for cordage, clear Away cities, pull logs, 
and weave large mats. Besides this, they demand- 
ed of them presents of yams, the bulbo-tubcrs of 
arum, ginger, capsicum, flesh, elephants' tusks, rhi- 
noceros' horns, and all the various kinds of vegeta- 
bles that are eaten by the Burmans. The men 
being employed thus, the women had to labor at 
home. Sometimes the men were not at home four 
or Bve days in two or three months. Further, the 
young females had to secrete themselves, and affect 
rudeness, and blacken their faces; for if they did 
tuot, the Burman officers would drag them away asui 
make them prostitutes. If any one was reputed 
handsome, and it came to the ears of the Burman 
rulers, she was taken away immediately ; so that 
the young females dared not appear openly. Some- 
times when a Burman asked, ^Is she a maiden?' 
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the Karens would reply falsely, * No, she has a hus- 
band.' The married women, also, that were hand- 
some, had to conceal themselves. The men were 
compelled by the Burman rulers to guard forts, to 
act as guides, to kidnap Siamese, and to go from 
one place to another, till many dropped down dead 
in the midst of the jungle. Notwithstanding they 
did all this, they had their arms twisted behind 
them, were beaten with stripes, boxed with the fist, 
and pounded with the elbow, days without end. 

" In the midst of these sufferings, they remem- 
bered the ancient sayings of the Elders, and prayed 
beneath the bushes, though the rains poured upon 
them, or the musquetoes, the gnats, the leeches, or 
the horseflies bit them. The Elders said, * Children 
and grandchildren, as to the Karen nation, their 
God will yet save them.' Hence, in their deep af- 
fliction, they prayed, * If God will save us, let him 
save speedily. We can endure these sufferings no 
longer. Alas ! where is God V 

" Sometimes the Burmans would kidnap the Ka- 
rens in Siam and carry them up to Ava, to the 
presence of the king ; and thus separated from fa- 
ther or mother, husband or wife, child or grandchild, 
they yearned for each other, and many sickened 
and died on the way, before reaching the monarch's 
feet. Sometimes the Siamese kidnapped the Ka- 
rens in Burmah, and subjected them to like treat- 
ment. The Karens in Siam knew that those whom 
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the Siamese brought from Burmah were their rela- 
tives, and their tears flowed when they saw them ; 
yet they dared not tell the Siamese, or supplicate 
for them. So those in Burmah, when they saw the 
Burmans leading away the Karens they had kid- 
napped in Siam, knew they were their cousins ; yet 
they dared not speak or entreat for them ; for if 
they said they were their relations, or begged for 
them, death was the immediate consequence. More- 
over the Karens dared not dwell near the cities ; for 
the Burmans took away all their rice and paddy, 
and every thing they had, and carried off their 
women by force. Hence they went far off, and 
dwelt on the streamlets and in the gorges of the 
mountains. After all, the rulers sometimes took 
their paddy; and in a state of starvation they would 
eat at random the roots and leaves of the jungle, and 
thus great numbers died. Sometimes the rulers as- 
sembled them together near the city, where, having 
nothing to eat, great numbers died of sickness and 
starvation. Sometimes they would have to carry 
rice for soldiers under march, and being unable to 
cultivate their fields, great numbers died of hunger 
from this cause. Then, those whom the rulers 
called, if unable to go, either from sickness in their 
families, or in their own persons, had to give money 
to the officers that came, and mt)ney for the rulers 
that sent them ; and if they had no money, they 
were compelled to borrow of the Burmans, and 
thus became their slaves. 
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'^ToTthermore, the Karens were not permitted to 
go into the presence of the rulers. They were.im- 
\j allowed to hold a little commiiniofttion with the 
Barman that was set over them. At one timet in 
the days of Diwoon, when the Karens were Hasi 
dying off with starvation, and were so employed 
that they could not cultivate the land, my unele, 
who is a chief) determined to go and ask the gover- 
nor to give the Karens liberty to cultivate the land 
and raise provisions to a small extent. So he went 
in to Diwoon ; but he was thrown into prison im- 
mediately. His brethren had no rice to bring him, 
and they could feed him there only with the stems 
of wild plantain trees, the male blossoms with, their 
spathes, and the young shoots of bamboos. 

" Great Ruler, the ancestors of the Karens charg- 
ed their posterity thus ; * Children and grandchil- 
dren, if the thing come by land, weep ; if by water, 
laugh. It will not come in our days, but it will in 
yours. If it come first by water, you will be able 
to take breath ; but if first by land, you will not find 
a spot to dwell in.' Hence, when the Karens were 
in the midst of their intense sufferings, they longed 
for those that were to come by water, to come first. 

" Again, the Elders said, * When the Karens 
have cleared the Hombill city* three times, happi- 

* The site of ab old ciC^ tear Tatoy, which the Karens were caU- 
ed in to clear occasionally, when the trees grew up over it. 
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Hess will -arriTe.' fio \fliea the Bttiaran raieis 
made them clear it the last time, they said among 
themselves, *Now we may suppose happiness is 
coming, for this comjdetes the third time of cleaning 
the Hombill city;' and true enough, for befoi^ 
ihey had finished, we heard that the white foreign- 
ers had taken Rangoon ! Then the Burman rulers 
made the Karens carry stones and throw them into 
Tavoy river, that the foreign ships might not be 
able to come up. They compelled them also to be- 
ssoBOB soldiers, and to muster, each one with a bow 
and quiver; and as they had no guns, every jone 
had to arm himself also with a cudgel ; for the 
Burmans said, that, when the foreigners got on land, 
they would be unable to walk, and might be beaten 
to death with sticks. When, however, the news 
came that the foreigners had entered the mouth of 
Tavoy river, the Karens let themselves down over 
the wall of the city by night, and fled into the jun- 
gles. Then the Karens all ran and secreted them- 
selves, both men and women and children ; cooking 
food only when the smoke could be concealed by 
the clouds and vapors; for they were apprehen- 
sive that if the Buimans wete overcome, they would 
fly also, and tmce them by the smoke. Some of 
the men in the city were unable to get away, and 
remained till it was taken ; and some that fled were 
smable to find their families, they having previously 
-secreted themselves. In a little more than ten 



23 MElttOIE OF 

the white foreigners arrived, the Burmans. were: 
preparing to make an end of them, havingc assem^- 
hied them together near the city. But the Kar^as 
having heard reports that the white foreigners were 
coming, they prayed diligently for their arrival. 
The prophet too sung at worship, 

' The city of Ava sajrs, she is great j 
She is not equal to the heel of God's foot. 
The city of Ava says, she is exceedingly great j 
She is not equal to the sole of God's foot.' 



i( 



Thus they sung, and prayed, that the white 
foreigners might come. When they arrived, the 
Karens in Burmah and Siam heard of each other, 
and saw each other. 

" After the foreign rulers and their soldiers had 
been here a short time, the white foreign teacher 
Boardman arrived, and came into the jungles and 
preached the words of God. We gave attention 
and remembered, that the Elders said, the white 
foreigners had obtained the words of God, that they 
were our younger brethren, and that they were 
righteous. Again, the Elders said, 

'Who created the world in the beginning? 
God created the world in the beginning. 
God appointed every thing : 
Grod is unsearchable.' 

" All things in heaven and on earth, G children 
and grandchildren, God created them. * Never for- 
get God. Pray to him every day, and every night.' 
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And before ih& arrival of the white foreigixers, a 
prophet singing, said, 

' Great motlier comes by sea, 

Comes with parifjing water^ the head water. 

The teacher comes from the horizon : 

He comes to teach the little ones.' 

Hence not a few of 1;he Karens believed. 

"We next heard- that teacher Wade, at Maul- 
main, had made Karen books ; so teacher Mason 
sent up Kau-la-pau and myself, in a ship, to learn. 
Then many of the Ksirens, here and there, learned 
to read their own language ; and we remembered, 
that the Elders had said again, ^ Children and 
grandchildren, the Karen books will yet arrive. 
When their books arrive, they will obtain a little 
happiness.' Therefore, O great Ruler, God hav- 
ing given thee great goodness and kindness, we are 
very happy. Now, the Karens, though they be 
maidens, or mothers, or children, may come and 
dwell in the city ; may dress as they wish ; put on 
what they wish ; and adorn themselves as they wish. 
It was not so in the days of the Burmans : we 
cpuld never do so then. In the providence of God, 
how numerous are the reasons that we have to 
praise thy goodness, and thy beneficence ! May 
God establish thy towns, and thy cities, thy lands, 
and thy territories. Through 'thy acts, the Karens, 
the children of poverty, and the sons of the forest, 
breathe with ease. May God, then, make great 
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thy power and thy might, till thy government shall 
embrace all the child^ren of poverty throughout the 
earth. And may God, whom thou worshipest, do 
good unto thee, and watch over thee, and thy chil- 
dren and grandchildren. 

" Again, the Elders said, * Children and grand- 
children, when the white foreigners and the Karens 
fight, then happiness will arrive. And how will 
they fight ? The white foreigners will come in 
ships, and shoot at the Karens ; and the loads of 
their cannon and muskets will be changed to savory 
plantains, and sweet sugar cane ; and the Karens 
will eat them. On the other hand, the Karens, 
armed with adzes, will go and make holes in their 
ships. Then the Karens and white foreigners will 
recognize each other as brethren ; and one will say, 
O my younger brother ! and the other will say, O 
my elder brother! And they will become real 
brethren, and there will be peace and happiness/ 
Now the white foreign teachers, that preach Jesus 
Christ the Son of God, came by ship ; and before 
the people understood what they heard, they contra- 
dicted ; but the teachers talked to them till they un- 
derstood, and then they knew that God [whom the 
teachers preached] was the One God; and the 
teachers made us books, and were thus able to 
teach us. Great Ruler, formerly the Karens had 
no books, and when they wished to learn to read, 
they went to the Burmese, or Siamese, or Taling 
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kyoungs.* There they made them pull up weeds 
around the pagodas, carry hritiks to build new ones, 
and go out and beg food, and they beat them and 
whipped them; so that they could never leatu 
well. 

*^ Through thy favor and kindness, the people of 
my generation are very happy ; and we hear again, 
and more perfectly, of God, of whom our ancestors 
told us. Great Ruler, though we heard anciently of 
God from our ancestors, yet through the persecu- 
tions of the Burmans and Talings, we gave ran- 
dom worship to images; but we still hoped that 
our God would save us, and we prayed to him on 
our pillows. Now, through thy goodness and be- 
neficence, we worship God as we please. May 
God establish thy city and thy generation. 

" Great Ruler, our ancestors said, that the white 
foreigners were our younger brethren, that they 
guided away God anciently and obtained books and 
ships, and that they are more skilful than all other 
nations, and are able to reach lands, and cross 
oceans. Furthermore, the Elders said, * When 
their younger brother arrives, the Karens will be 
happy. Their younger brother was able to keep in 
company with God.* And now we see you ! We 
are a worthless nation. We are the poorest of 
races. We are a tribe of wild men. We are a na- 

* Monasteries of the priests.— E. 
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tion of slaves to all peqiie. Aiii€il|f fo^, vn aie 
the greatest fools. Now, through the goodiMWrof 
Gody the white foreign teachers hxfit tttoght nil to 
read, and I am enabled to wiite to thee. 

*' Great Ruler, thy goodness and beneficence fo 
the Karen nation we shall never forget; down lo the 
generations of our children and graiodehiUrett. 
Great Ruler, forget lis not ; cast us not awftip" into 
the hands of other nations. We are exceedingly 
happy in thee. Thou art as he of whom wid swig 
anciently, 

* The Great Chief, his words are Wiss, 

As the impervious shade of the j^reat Bttttyan;' 

" We are happy in thee, far above all other nations 
that ever ruled us before ; but we fear that the 
white foreigners will go back, and the Siamese and 
the Burmese will come and persecute us again. 
Great Ruler, we, the Karen nation, have no cities, 
no towns, no villages, no hamlets. We are now 
dwelling beneath thy shadow, and are exceedingly 
happy ; and obtain our sustenance with great ease. 
Because thou hast been merciful, may God have 
mercy on thee, generation after generation. If thou 
givest us up again into the hands of the Burmans, 
our race will really be brought to an end. Fortner- 
ly, we dwelt as in the midst of a thorn bush ; but 
in thee, we dwell as on a mat spread down to sleep 
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upon. May Qbd make thee j(>jrful and happ]r; getk^ 
eration after genBration. 

" The white foreign • teacher^ have preached the 
words of God, and some of ns haTe become disci- 
ples. Great Ruler, it is of thy goodness and benefit' 
cence. Further, the Karens, the sons of thrforest> 
a nation of slaves, a people of the deepest poverty, 
thou hast freed from taxes. Thy goodwess and be*- 
neficence is so great, that we rejoice till we can re- 
joice no more. And the peo^de of thy nation, the 
white foreigners, that live with us here, the ruler of 
the city and the ruler of the provinces, the officers 
and soldiers, the doctors and teachers, are good 
men. Great Ruler, through thy acts I believe the 
words of the Elders. The Elders said, * The white 
foreigners are righteous. They will not do any 
thing that is improper. Taey do not act regardless 
of every thing, like the-Talings and Burmans. 
They never use compulsion. They dwell with 
truth. When they arrivCi the Karens will be hap- 
py.* I believe these woid6. The Karens have 
been slaves, generation upon generation. When 
demands were made of us, we must give, whether we 
had whereof to give or not ; when they called us, 
we must go, night or day, whether able to go or not ; 
they made us sick, they persecuted us, they killed 
us like insects. But thou, Great Ruler, thou hast 
snatched us from the hands of an evil people. 
Truly, thou hast bought us, and then given us our 
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liberty for nought. Truly, thou art righteous ; truly, 
thou dwellest with truth, as our ancestors said. 
Verily, thou dost love; verily, thou art merciful. 
The goodness and beneficence of thine acts to us 
are so great, that they go far beyond what we could 
^rer conceive. May God be with thee. Thy 
goodness and beneficence in freeing us and making 
us happy, we will never ' forget, but tell it to suc- 
ceeding generations, as our ancestors told us of the 
white foreigners anciently. Great Ruler, may God 
watch over thee, and do good unto thee ; and widen 
out thy kingdom and territories, generation after 
generation forever." 
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CHAPTER III. 



First journey into the jungle, to Ehat. — Second to Thalu. — 
Seeks his countrymen in the city of Tavoy. — First journey 
across the eastern mountains, to Tshiek-ku. — Second visit 
to Tshiek-ku. — Third journey to Tshiek-ku. — Accompa- 
nies Mr. Boardman on his first tour among the Karens. — 
Visits the southern Karens at Toung-byouk, Pai, and Pa- 
louk. — Teaches school at Tshiek-ku. — Goes to Siam. — 
Journey into the Maulmain Karen jungles. — Returns to 
Tavoy with Mr. Boardman. 

Immediately after his baptism, Ko Thah-byu, ac- 
companied by two of his countrymen, that were 
present, left Tavoy to visit the Karens beyond the 
eastern mountains, in the valley of the Tenasserim. 
The rains, which had commenced, were so power- 
ful, and the streams so high, that he was compelled 
to abandon his intentions ; but he turned aside, on 
his return, to a little settlement of Karens on Khat 
creek, a few miles south of his path, and a short 
day's walk from town. " It was planting season," 
says one of my Karen correspondents, who lived 
there, " and we had gone to plant on the hill sides, 
when one of those, who had been left behind in the 
bouse, came and said, * Here is a man come from 
the up country, to trace his genealogy to us : come 
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and listen.' We went and found Ko Thah-byu, 
who preached and explained the catechism. All 
gave attention, and Moung Khway resolved at once 
to become a Christian ; and he went with Ko Thah- 
byu, on his return to town, to see the teacher." 
This man, the first fruits of Ko Thah-byu's labors, 
was brother to the Chief of the village, and became 
a most valuable member of the church. He was 
an efficient auxiliary in the evangelizing of his vil- 
lage, nearly the whole of whose inhabitants ulti- 
mately became Christians. At the time of his bap* 
tism, Mr. Boardman writes concerning him ; ** He 
appears remarkably well. With but little opportu- 
nity of receiving instruction, he has made great 
progress in Christian knowledge and practice. His 
experience and heavenly-mindedness might, per- 
haps, put many a worldly-minded .Christian to the 
blush." 

Mr. Boardman, recording his return, say^, " Ko 
Thah-byu finding the rains very violent, and the 
brooks much swelled, was obliged to abandon his 
plan of visiting the Karen teacher's village. He 
returned last evening. During his absence, he met 
several people, to whom he spoke as he was able. 
Many of them heard with attention, and two of them 
accompanied him on his return, in order to gain fur- 
ther instruction. They profess a readipess to re* 
ceive the gospel, and wish me to visit them after the 



rains." 
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^^ Ijast evening, |;wo> r0sp0cjt9.ble Kitr^as, wHom Ka 
Thah'-byu saw in hi3 late tpur, called tor further in*- 
struction. They live a day's joarney from Tavoy, 
They profess a full belief of the truth of the gospel* 
May their professions prove to be sincere/* 

In July, he visited smother .Karen settlement, 
Thalu, it is believed, where the writer of dwa me?- 
moir subsequently f^und several conyerts, JMr, 
Boardman noticing his return, says, " Kq Tbiah-byii, 
the Karen. Christian, who went out five day? agOj \^ 
visit a Karen village, returned to-day, and $ay3.ibl^t 
all the people of the village listened to his wojds." 

While in town he was busied in looking up hi^ 
countrymen, who for various purposes occasionalty 
visit the city. " About a month since," writes Mr. 
Boardman in August, "a very ioteresting young 
Kajren was found by Ko,Thah-byu, in the niche of 
a pagoda, where he had been fasting two days. 
Knowing onjy the religion of Craudama, which he 
had beard from the Burmans, he had embraced it so 
far as to practice this austerity, in the hope of ob- 
taining a great reward in a future state. Our Ka- 
ren Christian explained to him the folly of fasting, 
as practised by the Burmans, and invited the young 
man to our house, where he paid a very serious at- 
tention to Christian instruction. After leanji^g tl^e 
way of the Lord more perfectly, he tp(^ a ChristJAn 
book and returned to his native forest. Our, prayec^ 
accompanied him. We all r^jgci^rk^ a^methibag p^- 
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culiarly interesting and amiable in his appearance. 
I have often wished to have him live with me, in 
hope that he might become a Christian, and a her- 
ald of the gospel. Yesterday, this young man re-^ 
turned to us, with three of his relations, to receive 
further instruction. After conversing with me for 
some time, and attending Burman worship with us, 
he went to Ko Thah-b3ru's apartment, where I heard 
them talking of the gospel till near midnight ; and 
at break of day, this morning, the conversation waai 
renewed. This afternoon, he expressed a wish to 
live with me, in order to learn more fully about the 
true God and Saviour. On my inquiring how long 
he would be willing to stay for this purpose, he re- 
plied, ' Ten or twelve years, till I can learn fully 
about God and Christ. Many of the Karens will 
also come.' He is a youth of good understanding, 
quick apprehension, and amiable manners. He 
says, he wishes no longer to worship heaps of brick, 
but to know and serve the overliving and true God." 
He felt the greatness of the missionaries' work, 
and the inadequacy of the means in operation to 
carry it forward ; and hence we find in Mr. Board- 
man's journal of the following day, " After evening 
worship in Burman, the Karen Christian having re- 
lated the adventures of the day, said to me, * There 
is one subject on which I wish to await your decis-' 
ion : I wish you would write to America, for more 
teachers to be sent out.' " » 
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About the end of September, before the rains had 
fully closed, he started again to visit the eastern Ka* 
rens. He went to the village of Tshiekku, wherd 
the teacher or prophet that brought the sacred book* 
to Mr. Boardman, lived with his disciples. 

Moung Sekkee, the Karen who was his compan- 
ion and guide over the mountains, writes ; " Teach* 
er Boardman preached to me the words of God, and 
I understood a little, but not fully : Ko Thah-bytl 
taught me in Karen so that I understood perfectly^ 
and I went with him to Tshiekku, where the peo- 
ple listened and built a zayat for the teacher, whtf 
soon after came to visit them, when Moung So and 
Moung-Kya asked for baptism." The two men last 
mentioned have been valuable assistants many years ; 
and the latter writes, " When I heard at first, that a 
teacher with a Karen man and his wife had come 
down from Maulmain, I asked the man's name, and 
was told, Ko Thah-byu. Then I said, what has he 
come for ? * To preach the words,* was the reply, 
* of the God that made the heavens and the earth.' 
So I went to Tavoy to hear ; and after Ko Thah-byu 
had preached ' to me, I said to him, ' Brother, truly 
it is the word of God ! Come out and preach at 
Tshiekku.' He asked permission of teacher Board- 
man, who readily consented, and he afterwards came 
out, and lived with the Bookho,t going out from his 

r 

* See Appendix— Karen Prophets. 

t The teacher or prophet, referred to abofe. 
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bouse to yi9it me and others, and then retiming. 
The Bookho, however, had a quarrel with his wife, 
and would not obey the word of God ; and haTing 
heard of it, I went to Ko Thah-byu and said. Broth- 
er, come and lire with me, and he came." 

Mr. Boardman, noticing his return from this jour- 
ney, says, * Ko Thah-byu returned from the vill^^, 
where he has spent the last ten days in making known 
the gospel to his countrymen. The Karen taacher, 
or rather conjurer, mentioned In former joxuSBais, 
eame with him, and appeared somewhat tamed and 
in his right mind. He says now that he will prae* 
tice no more joger's tricks and ceremonies, : hat 
will, from the heart, worship the eternal Godaild 
his Son, Jesus Christ.' 

He soon after made a second visit, and retumed 
to town again in November with ten converts, Mr. 
Boardman says, " Ko Thah-byu returned from iibe 
villages, with ten of his countrymen, several, of 
whom profess to have become converts to Christ. 
One of the more promising, is ihe chieftain befose 
mentioned." 

About a month afterwards, he made a third tmu 
to the same settlement, and was in town again Jn 
January 1829, to conduct Mr. Boardman into the 
jungles. Mr. Boardman writes at this time, ** Tkioe 
days since, two Karens arrived,, who had travelled 
three days' journey in expectation of finding nue at 
the Karen settlements ; but not finding ^tne; iheie, 
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they came three days' joaraey farther to see me at 
my owa house. They appear very desirous of re- 
ceiving Christian instruction ; and Ko Thah-bya is 
unwearied in his efibrts to impart it. One of them 
came from the province of Mergui, and he states 
that the Karens in Tavoy, Mergui, and Tenasserim^ 
have all heard of us, and are desirous of listening 
to our instructions^" 

A few. days afterwards, Mr« Boardman, accompa- 
nied by Ko Thah-byu, made iiis first tour among the 
Karens. After Mr. Boardman had preached in' Bur- 
man, Ko Thahrbyu was in the habit of interpreting 
as much of the discourse as he could remember into 
Karen ; : and on other occasions, as opportunity ofier* 
ed, he preached himself. Once Mr. Boardman re- 
marks, "After breakfast, Ko Thah-byu discoursed 
to them in Karen, an hour or two, on the being anfd 
perfections of God;" and in another place, "one 
man who h^d heard the gospel repeatedly from Ko 
Thah-byu, presented a request for Christian bap- 
tism." 

He retnme4« to town with Mr. Boardman, and 
was busily employed there in searching out the Ka- 
rens, who visited the city on business. In March, 
Mr. Boardman writes, " A very respectable looking 
old Karens said to be the chief of his nation in the 
province of.Mergui, was introduced by Ko Thah- 
byu. lie ^tes» that all the Karens in Mergui and 
TeiuiiS(S$^i^^.tiaT6b@^of.us; «Qdhis great desire 
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to see US had brought him thus far from home. Af- 
ter listening to the gospel awhile, he took his leave, 
saying, he would return in the evening." 

*' Ko Thah-byu has concluded, vriih our appro* 
bation, to go out on a missionary tour of several 
weeks. It is surprising how magnanimous a nat* 
umlly weak man becomes, when the spirit of Christ 
and the love of souls inspire him. This poor Ka- 
ren, who, to say the least, does not excel in intel- 
lectual endowment or human learning, is continual- 
ly devising new and judicious plans of doing good. 
* There are,' says he, * the districts of Pai and 
Palau, and several other places near the mouth of 
the river, where there are many Karen settlements 
which I wish to visit. There are also many Ka- 
rens in the province of Mergui ; I wish to declare 
die gospel to them all. And before long, I want to 
go across, and visit the Karens in Siam, and after- 
wards to visit Bassein, my native place, near Ran- 
goon. Many Karens live there.* Such are in 
general, this old man's plans. An event has occul- 
ted this evening which seems a providential intima- 
tion of present duty. The old Karen chief who 
was here this morning, has desired Ko Thah-bjru to 
accompany him to Mergui in his boat, promising* at 
the same time to see that he shall be accompanied 
from one Karen settlement to another, till he shall 
reach this province again. Ko Thah-byu is inclined* 
to go, and expects to be absent five or six weeks.*' 
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A few days after, Mr. Boardman adds, " A good 
number of Karens are now with us, and Ko Tkah- 
byu is engaged day and night in reading and ex- 
plaining to them the words of eternal life. It seems 
as though the time for favoring this people had 
come." 

Mah A, Ko Thah-byu's wife, was baptized on 
the twentieth of this month, March. Mr. Board- 
man, recording her examination, remarks, " She 
was formerly very ignorant and very wicked ; but 
under the care and instruction of her husband and 
Mrs. Boardman, she has within the last few months 
become a very hopeful inquirer, and we are en- 
couraged to hope that she is now truly converted. 
She requested baptism three months ago." 

Immediately after his wife's baptism, Ko Thah- 
b3ru started on his tour to the south, intending to go 
as far as Mergui. He did not however accompany 
the Karen Chief, previously referred to, as " the 
Chief of his nation in the province of Mergui ;" and 
as this is the last notice of that Chief, it may be 
here remarked, that he was baptized by me in the 
year 1837. He has been a valuable member of the 
church; and his descendants, who are almost as 
numerous as Jacob's, when he went down into 
Egypt, have very generally followed his footsteps 
into the baptismal waters. Ko Thah-byu was ac- 
companied, otL this journey, by Moung Sekkee, 
who'writes, « We went to Toung-byouk and Mea- 
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thah creek, where we preached the -word of God to 
Saa Co-klay, and Sau Ya<*khay; and then we 
went to Kyouk^toung, where we preach^ to Sait 
Ke*kraU and family." These places are' in the 
neighborhood of Toung*byonk, and the persons 
mentioned were baptized, several years afte rwar dsi 
" We next," continues Sekkee^ "went to Pai and 
Palouk, preaching to both Pghos and Sgane, hdt 
no one listened. At Palouk, Ko Thah-byu wis 
taken sick." Here, sick among strangers and xor 
believers, it might be supposed that he could ill 
spare his only Christian companion; bat the 
preaching of the gospel was more to him than hia 
own comfort. Hence Sekkee adds, " He made me 
go on to preach at Pyeekhya, and leave him behind 
at Palouk." His health was such that he felt whol- 
ly unable to go on to Mergui ; and as soon ' as he 
was well enough to tmvel again, they rekictaikdy 
turned their faces towards Tavoy, travelling slowly, 
and preaching in all the Karen settlements by thd 
way, through which the zigzag path led, which 
they had chosen. The man, with whom Ko Thah* 
byu staid while sick in Palouk, was the first ^p* 
tized in that settlement, in the year 1838, and is 
now one of the pillars of the church. In May, Mr. 
Boardman writes ; ** Ko Thah-byu arrived, having 
spent the last seven weeks in the wilderness, mak- 
ing known the gospel to his countrymen. His ae^ 
count of his tour is interesting and encouragiii^f 
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We are concerned, however, to find that he is in a 
bad state of health. May the Lord spare him for 
much more usefuhiees among his benighted coiin- 
trymen." 

The succeeding rains he spent principally teach* 
ing school neaj Tshiekku ; the former scene of his 
labors. Moung Kya writes ; " He came with his 
wife, and both lived with me ; and he taught us 
how to worship God* When the dry season arrived^ 
he said to me, ' Brother, it is very pleasant staying 
with thee, but my wife wishes to go and stay al 
Tshiekku/ So he placed* his wife at Tshiekku^ 
and went over the mountains to Thalu; and after 
his departure, his wife preached^ the word of God 
at Tshiekku, till hearing that he was sick ; when 
we took her to where he was living.*' 

About this time the rebellion took place in Td» 
voy, and Mr. Boardmab went up to Maulmain. 
On his return in October, he remarks ; " Ko Thah* 
byu, it seems, has come to town twice sin6e oui 
absence, but as he left his wife and two little broth* 
ers sick in the jungle, he returned to them before 
our arrival* They have passed through various 
hardships und perils since they left us at the wharf t 

* Mr. JudsoB remarks in one of his journalsj " Though I began to 
preach the gospel as doon as t coiild speak intelligibly, I have thought 
it hardly becoming to apply the term pfMcAiHjt, to my itttperfect, de- 
sultory observations and conversations." — Throughout this book, th^ 
term is used so as to embrace the ioforma] ways of making known the 
gospel, as defined above ; and it is so used by the natives. 
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but the Lord has delivered them out of them all, 
and blessed be his holy name." 

Two weeks afterwards, Ko Thah*bya arriTod; 
and after another preaching excursion of a few days 
in the jungle, he was in town again, when Mr. 
Boardman writes, " Moung So, the baptized Karen 
headman's mother having died lately, he fears that 
the other relatives of the deceased will wish to per- 
form the heathenish customs practised among the 
people, subsequent to the funeral ; and to counter- 
act the bad effects of such practices, he proposes to 
erect a preaching zayat*near the grave, and has in- 
vited Ko Thah-byu and his wife to go out with him, 
and ^ hold forth the word of life,' while the hea- 
thens around may be indulging in their wicked 
customs."^ I have consented to their going, and 
they are to leave to-morrow." 
. About the middle of December, Mr. Boardman 
returning from village preaching, remarks ; '^ I had 
scarcely seated myself, when Ko Thah-byu and two 
of the baptized, and several others from Moung So's 
village, arrived. After a short discourse in Bur- 
man, prayers and thanks were offered to Ood, in 
both Burman and Karen. Twelve Karens were 
present. Of these, two had come to solicit baptism. 
Two were females, who have been listening to Mrs. 
Boardman's instructions, for a year past. Three 

* See Appendix— Karen Funeral Bitei. 
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xrere headmen of yflkgesy «m(mg whom, w&bl oar 

hitherto faithful brother, Moung So. He and Ko 

Thah-byu reprefsent, that during thoheathenisk eerot 

monies occasioned hy tibe recent deeeoae of Ub 

mother, Moung So and the other Christiana oS hla 

village, haying hnilt a zayat near the grave,, spea;! 

the time in listening to Christian iastruction. They 

felt no reluctance, but a pleasure, at abandonlBg 

those heathenish practices in which diey had fbr< 

merly indulged*" 

The day after Ko Thab-hyu** airival^ he brGsiglil 

forward the subject of a journey into SiaoL Mb% 

Boardman says, ** We have concluded to enooierage 

Ko Thah-byu's going to Siam. The journey acroaa 

will occupy six or seven days. He expects to leave 

to-morrow, and to be absent seven or eight weeks. ^ 

And he adds the next day, " Ko Thah-byu ha& hmg 

wished to go across the great mountains, and visit 

the Karens in Siam ; and having lately seen aome 

of them, who urgently invited him oyer, he has bid, 

the subject before us for our consideration and ie^ 

cision." And on the third day, he gives the conclu-* 

sion ; " Having solemnly commended the Karenp^ 

and especially Ko Thah-byu, to the dif ine bles8ui|», 

we sent him on his journey this morning. I g^v^ 

him an afilectionate letter of introduction and recom* 

mendation, written in both Barman and Engliah,^ Ip 

the people and • the powers that be.' " 

Moung Sekkee who accompanied him|. wtUeai 

4 
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'< When we reached Siam, the ruler there would 
not allow Ko Thah-byu to proceed. He said, xhat 
were we to go on to the next town, the king would 
call him down to Bankok, because he was an Elder. 
So he had to return, but I was permitted to go on, 
and I preached and found some that listened." 

When Mr. Boardman went up to Maulmain ..to 
take charge of that station, in April, 1830, Ko Thah- 
byu accompanied him, and soon after his anival, in 
company with Ko Myat-kyau, a Taling assistant, 
he left town to preach in the Karen jungles as he 
had done at Tavoy. In July, Mr. Boardman writes ; 
*^ A month ago this same person who speaks Karen 
tolerably well, set off in company with Ko Thah- 
byu to visit the Karen settlements up the river. I 
gave them a large supply of books and tracts for dis- 
tribution. Four days ago, they returned delighted 
with their tour ; the Karens had received them in 
the same manner as those in Tavoy had previously 
received Ko Thah-byu. Many of them listened 
with the most encouraging attention to the message 
of redeeming love. Books were most eagerly re- 
ceived both by those who could read and those who 
could not ; ^ For' said they, * we will ask others to 
read them to us.' Long before the close of their 
tour, their supply of books failed, and Ko Myat-kyau 
was compelled to give away the books from his own 
private satchel. On their return five Karens accoija- 
panied them to town, four of whom profess to be 



KO THAH-I 



43 



decided in embracing the gospel, and have applied 
for baptism ; but though I believe I should get a 
unanimous vote in their favor from the whole native 
church, I feel inclined to delay their baptism for fur- 
ther proofs of sincerity and steadfastness." 

When Mr. Boardman returned to Tavoy in No- 
vember, he was again accompanied by Ko Thah-byu, 
who, on their arrival, immediately departed for the 
Karen settlements to announce their return. Mr. 
Boardman in his last journal, under date of Decem- 
ber 16, writes ; " In the afternoon, Ko Thah-byu ar- 
rived, with about forty in his train, all of whom, he 
Bttid, had come to receive baptism. It appeared, (hat 
there were in the company all the disciples, except 
the two who had previously visited us. So that we 
have now met with each one of the thirteen Karen 
disciples ; and a large number of others who wish 
to be baptized. How pleasing is our interview. But 
I am too feeble to describe it." 




CHAPTER IV. 



Ke> Tfcah-lw!i''s successful labors. — Sty!e of preacAing.— 
Scene of his successes.— -Shades in hi» chanieter.- ' 



nnce^ — Love of knowledge. — ^Passicm. — Habits of prayer. 

FtoK the time that Mr. Boatdmati became imahle 
to labof , to more than a 3rear after the writer of thid 
memoir joined the mission, with lh^ Tery important 
«tsee|>tion of Mrs. Boardman's invaluable and inde- 
fiiti^ble labors with the people when they visited 
Ufwny the whole watch care of the ehtureh, and the 
instltiction of the inquirers, devolved an K0 Thah^ 
hfu; and the numbers that were baptized within 
this period afford the best comment on his labors. 

During the rains of 1831, he taught a school, as 
he had done the previous year, near Tshiekku, 
where the principal part of the Christians resided ; 
and his diligence in this department ei hboT was as 
conspicuous, as in every other ia which Ee engaged. 
Some of bis papib at the dbse <^ the school could 
repeat verbatim whole Burman tracts* 

Early in 1832, accompanied by Ko Thah-byu, I 
made an exploring tour through the province. We 
stopped about noon the first day at Shen Moukteey 
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an old walled town, but reduced to an inconBidef • 
able village. This town is remarkable for contain- 
ing the most famous idol in the province, it havixig 
been found (such is the received tradition) floating 
up the river on a peepul log, which stopped oppo* 
site the town ; ajid the little brass idol, from being 
a few inches high, has miraculously grown to the 
full size of a man beneath the spreading peepul, 
that sprung from the log on which it was found. 
Sometimes, when war or pestilence was approach- 
ing, it has been known to weep and moan« These, 
with other equally veracious legends, draw to its 
«hrine all the piety of the province ; and once a 
year, the inhabitants of Tavoy have a fete for sev- 
eral days, when nearly the whole population m^ak^ 
a pilgrimage to this most holy place. The occa- 
sion had passed, but some of the most devout still 
lingered there ; and while the Burman assistant and 
myself went round to some neighboring villages, 
distributing tracts, I left the old man to rest himself 
in one of the zayats, supposing that, as natives usu- 
ally do, he would lie down to sleep. I was surpris- 
ed, however, on my return to find him surround- 
ed by a large congregation of Burmans, whose at' 
iention seemed to be rivetted on his flashing eyes, 
less, apparently, from love, than from an indescrib- 
able powor, that may best be compared to the fas- 
cinating influence of the serpent over an uncon- 
scious brood of chickens. The first sentence I 
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heard on coming up, was, " Tour god was a Uaek 
kula."* The words were attered with auch a pe- 
culiar expression of countenance, that the events of 
a dozen years have done nothing to efiace the im- 
pression from my memory. '* If ever a man hated 
idolatry," observed one of the brethren in converea- 
tion, "Ko Thah-byu did." Now, were I aWetb 
throw on canvass Ko Thah-byu's countenance at 
that moment, as it exists in the picture gallery of 
my mind, every one that looked on it would go 
away and say, " If ever a man hated idolatry, Ko 
Thah-byu did." 

On the evening of the fourth day we were, for 
the first time, in the vicinity of Karens at Ka-njren, 
and, though exceedingly fatigued, he requested 
permission to go and look up his countrymen. la 
like manner when we came to Pai, the next stage, 
he could not be easy to rest in the Burman village 
over the sabbath, but must go up the river to preach 
to the Karens. So it was through the whole jour^ 
ney. If Karens were accessible, no fatigue, no ob- 
stacles, would prevent his seeking them out ; but if 
not, he would attack the Burmans and their idolatry 
most unmercifully, utterly heedless of the ridicule, 
that they would sometimes heap upon him, for be- 
ing an ignorant Karen. At Palau, near the south- 
em boundary of our journey, he was left a day or 

* That is, " a black Ibreigner.** 
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(wo to rest on account of his infirmities, while I 
visited and returned from Pa-la ; but it appeared on 
our return, that he had spent nearly the whole of 
both days in the kyoung, talking with the priests 
and all that came to visit them. In short, Ko 
Thah-byu had a passion for preaching ; and it vras 
his ruling passion. On one occasion when out in 
a boat with one of the missionaries at Maulmain, he 
was in evident danger of losing his life ; when he 
cried out, not for God to have mercy on his soul, ,as 
might have been expected, (that he felt vras safe,) 
but, " I shall be drowned, and never more preach 
the word of God to the Karens.'* 

Mr. Boardman has recorded the following speci- 
men of his preaching. ** Ko Thah-byu had been 
describing the folly and hurtfulness of worldly 
things and worldly tempers, and proceeded to say, 
* A worldly man is never satisfied with what he 
possesses. Let me have more houses, more lands, 
more buffaloes, more slaves, more clothes, more 
wives, more children and grand-children, more gold 
and silver, more paddy and rice, more boats and 
vessels ; let me be a rich man. This is his lan- 
guage. He thinks of nothing so much as of amass- 
ing worldly goods. Of God and religion he is 
quite unmhidful. But watch that man. On a 
sudden his breath departs, and he finds himself de- 
prived of all he possessed and valued so much. He 
looks around and sees none of his former posses* 
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siODS. Astomshed, he exclaimsy * Where «re ay 
slaves 1 Where are my buffidoes ? I cannot find 
one of them. Where are my houses and my chests 
of money ? What has become of all my rice and 
paddy that I laid up in store ? Where are all the 
fine clothes, that cost me so much ? I can find 
none of them. Who has taken them ? And wheie 
are my wives and my children ? Ah, they are aU 
missing*. I can find none of them. I am lonely 
and poor, indeed. I have nothing ! But what is 
this V The preacher here enters upon a descrijp- 
tion of the sufferings of the soul that is lost ; after 
which he represents the rich man as taking np this 
lamentation, * O, what a fool have I been ! I neg- 
lected God, the only Saviour, and sought only 
worldly goods while on earth, and now I am un- 
done.' While the old man was preaching in this 
strain, every eye was fixed on him, and every ear 
was attentive. Soon after he pursued the following 
strain : < All in this world is misery. Sickness and 
pain, fear and anxiety, wars and slaughter, old age 
and death, abound on every hand. But hearken ! 
<jrod speaks from on high ; Children, why take ye 
delight, and seek happiness, in that low village of 
mortality, that thicket of briars and thorns ? Look 
up to me ; I will deliver you, and give you rest 
where you shall be forever blessed and happy,' ** 

On Teaching the eastern Karen settlements, which 
had been the principal scene of his labors, and, with 
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the exception of a single visit of two or three days 
from Mr. Boardman, of his labors alone, the writer 
penned his impressions in the following langaage : 

''I cry no longer, the horrors of heathenism ! I)ut9 
< the blessings of missions :' I date no longer from a 
heathen land. Heathenism has fled these banks. 
I eat the rice, and yams, and fmit, cnltiyated by 
Christian hands ; look on the fields of Christians, 
and see no dwellings, but those inhabited by Ghris« 
tian families. I am seated in the midst of a Chris- 
tian village, surrounded by a people that love as 
Christians, converse as Christians, act like Chris- 
tians, and look like Christians. If it be worth a 
voyage across the Atlantic to see the Shenandoah 
run through the Blue Ridge, surely a voyage around 
the globe would be amply repaid by a sabbath spent 
in this valley."'^ 

The succeeding rains, of 1832, he spent preach- 
ing and teaching school at Thalu, the Christian 
settlement west of the mountains ; and at their 

* Since writing the above, I have seen the History of American 
Miisioni , and learned for the first time, that this description " hat 
been oensmred as more glowing than true." The only persona able to 
censure understandingly, are those, who have followed me over the 
same ground ; and on snbJecUng it to their criticism, I am anthoriwd 
to say, that the only objectionable word is tend, in the clause, *' I dnin 
no longer from a heathen land." " land^'* it was remarked " is too 
extensive in its application ; some word like itation would be better.'^ 
The criticism is just, but more was never intended by the word than 
the land on which I was located. Were I describing the results of 
my own labors, the pen would at once be drawn through the whole 
passage ; but it has reference solely to the labors of those that pre- 
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close I went out, and bcq>tized a goodly nurnb^ of 
his scholars, and others, that he had brought mdef 
the influence of the truth. 

There is, however, a shade to the picture. Noth- 
ing can be more true than that Ko Thah-bya was t 
man '* possessed of very ordinary abilities." Adj 
to this, he was far advanced in life before he begin 
to study ; and it will be readily belie red, that the 
great body of the church members, especially the 
younger portion, soon knew more than their teacher, 
and hence his labors with them became less and 
less acceptable. He was adapted in a most specnl 
manner for a pioneer ; and it would be singular in- 
deed, did we not believe in an overruling providence, 
that, without any plans either on his own part or 
on that of the missionaries, he became in succession 
the first Karen preacher to his countrymen in the 
districts of Tavoy, Maulmain, Rangoon, and Aira- 
can. Still, it ought to be recorded to the credit of 
his intellectual character, that he knew enough to 
value the knowledge which he had not acquired 

ceded me ; and the man that could, then or now, approach ^. laife 
Christian settlement of Karens, by a journey of three or four weeki 
through the unconverted heathen, and feel less or tee less, moat hxn t 
heart dead to Christian feeling, and eyes blind to moral beauty. 

" Who has no inward b^uty, none perceives, 
Though all around is beautiful. 
The rill is tuneless to his ear, who feela 
No harmony within." 
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himself; no very common attainment, by the way, 
in Christian lands. 

While in Tavoy he had a son, and when asked 
what he was going to call him, his reply was not, 
" golden flower," " yellow bird," " silver loins," or 
some other name in like taste, as was expected ; 
but Joseph : the first Christian name conferred by 
native parents in this country. " From the birth of 
this child," writes one of the brethren that was as- 
sociated with Ko Thah-byn in Rangoon, " he often 
spoke of his desire that he might live to become a 
preacher to the Karens. He was very anxious that 
he should early be taught to read, not only Bur- 
mese and Karen, but as soon as practicable, Eng- 
lish, in order that he might get a better knowledge 
of things, than he could through the two former 
languages. Considering his own ignorance, the de- 
sire that his son, and two other lads, of whom he 
was the guardian, should be better instructed than 
the common youth of the country, was remarkable. 
One great hindrance to the spread of light in all 
heathen countries, is the extreme apathy of the 
people in regard to literary and scientific knowl- 
edge, as well as religious, and thomgh he could not 
of course duly appreciate the value of either, he 
had discernment enough to perceive that the teach- 
ers, and other foreigners, even those who were 
strangers to the influence of religion upon their 
own hearts, were incomparably wiser than his own 
people, in regard to things pertaining to this life. 
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This was much more than the mass of either Bat- 
mans or Karens are willing practically to acknowl- 
edge. It is true, they often express astonishment at 
the superior skill of foreigners, in many species of 
mechanism, but without manifesting the least desire 
to become acquainted with that skill." 

Another sombre touch, and I pass on. ** His nd* 
ural temper was diabolical," and " under t)ie infls- 
ence of the gospel he would at times ejiiibit the 
relics of such a temper." His frailties, howerer, 
should be compared, not with those of one, who wu 
bom under Christian influences, and has been sub- 
jected to the restraints of civilized society ; but widi 
those of a youth and manhood spent in a manner 
that makes me shudder to think of, and unwilling to 
repeat. 

Often, under the influence of passion, he said 
things that would be quite inexcusable in others, but 
I shall not blot my pages with the painful details. 
The recording angel has torn out the page on which 
they were registered, and trampled it beneath his 
feet. I am not the man to gather up the fimg- 
ments. He must have wiry nerves and an in- 
sensible heart, that could deliberately record the 
failings of a man, who ** was in the habit of spend* 
ing several hours daily in prayer to God." 

" It is the sole prerogative of heaven, 
Not to be tainted with the smallest error : 
Bat that immunity was never /given 
To earth." 



CHAPTER V. 

Returns to Mso^^maiu. — Gtoes to 'R&agoou. — Y'lsits the Kai* 
reus. — Second tour. — Spends the rains at Maubee. — 
Great success. — Barman persecution. — Flees to Piegu. 

Early in the year 1833, Ko Thah-byu left TaTay 
for Maulmain, where we find him immediately era* 
played in preaching to his countrymen. Mr. Ben« 
nett writes in February, " Several old, venerable^ 
grey-headed Karens are here, ftrom the wilderness, 
to whom Ko Thah-byu, who has just returned from 
Tavoy, has been communicating the precious truths 
of the gospel. Their sands are almost run, and they 
hare spent their lives in ignorance of the one living 
and true God ; possibly at the eleventh hour of their 
existence, they may be brought into the precious 
fold of the Redeemer. An ©Id, grey-headed woman, 
a relative of his wife, has taken reftige with him 
from the persecuting spirit of her other relatives, 
who seem to feel, that the old woman is only a 
trouble to them, she being near eighty years of age, 
and unable to do any thing for her own supports 
Thus too many are treated in this land of cruelty 
and idolatry. The old woman listens to the good 
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news of salvation, and seems to feel a veneration ftr 
the truth. There is some reason to hope that At 
will yet become one of the few, who profess to fol- 
low Jesus, in the hope of a glorious resurrection." 

He did not, however, remain long- in Maalmain. 
" In the spring of 1833," writes Mr. Bennett, " lie 
accompanied me to Rangoon. At that time, the 
Karens of Burmah proper had never heard the gos- 
pel, as no teachers, either native or foreign, had ever 
visited them. They had no knowledge that their 
language had been reduced to writing, and a tnct 
pr-inted in it. Neither had they heard that any of 
their countrymen had embraced the religion of the 
Saviour." 

" Two days after his arrival in Rangoon, he leaves 
his family in the care of -the teacher, and with a 
Burman disciple for a guide, he is found making his 
way to the Karen villages in the vicinity of Ran- 
goon. His labors, his appeals, his earnestness, and 
his desire for the spiritual welfare of his country- 
men, were not in vain. Very soon fruit began to 
appear, and inquirers multiplied," 

In his journal, Mr. Bennett writes in April, " Ko- 
Thah-byu (the Karen apostle), who came round with 
us in order to search out his countrymen, who are 
scattered in the wilderness about us, and preach the 
gospel to them, this morning took his staff in his 
hand, accompanied by a Burman disciple, and de- 
parted, leaving his wife and child with us. May 
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the spirit and zeal of a Paul be with him, and abun- 
dant success attend his labors." 

His return is noticed in May. " Ko Thah-byu 
came this evening, having visited more than seven 
villagea, and .given a hundred and fifty tracts. He 
reports rather encouragingly. He has been among 
his countrymen, the Karens. At first, they were 
not disposed to listen to his message, but quietly 
telling them by degrees his object in visiting them, 
they listened. They said, if the new language for 
them was good, and there was no deception in it, 
they would attend to it by and by. They are very 
much afraid of the government." 

A few days afterwards, Mr. Bennett remarks ; 
" Ko Thah-byu left us to-day for another tour among 
his countrymen. We earnestly pray that his nation 
may give him audience, and receive the words of 
eternal life." 

His return at the xlose of the month is thus re- 
corded. "Ko Thah-byu, who has been absent 
among the Karens more than a month, arrived to-day 
with a nephew of his, a very respectable looking 
young man. One of the disciples who lives at a 
distance, brought with him to-day the first Karen 
inquirer I have seen here. Ko Thah-byu had not 
before seen him. He lives only a few miles from 
this place, and appeared very well. He seemed anx- 
ious to know the truth. Though he understands 
Bonnese pretty well, Ko Thah-byu had the pleasure 
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to talk in hisr own language, and teH of tbe wmnim 
of redeeming love. In the tour wikidi lie ha» j«t 
completed, he has distrihuted two hoiidrod traets, 
and carried the news of a Savioar from siny to Bm» 
who were hefore ignorant. In order to aocon^U 
this, he has had to wade streams to his arm-pits, ani 
sometimes through mud and water, as the rahis S& 
the hollows. He relates an interesting account of 
his tour, and feels confident of ultimate success. He 
meets with much opposition from those of his coiu- 
trymen, who are Boodhists ; hut those "wbo are not, 
give generally an attentive ear, as &r as they dare, 
heing very fearful of oflTending the Burmese govenh* 
ment. There are several in the vicinity of a village 
where his brother is Saukai, or Governor, who wiih 
to learn to read ; and he thinks, if we should ap- 
prove of it, of spending a month in endeavoring to 
teach them Karen. He feels very sanguine that if 
there were three converts, the work would spread 
rapidly. The work is the Lord's, and his caiue 
will prosper." 

In July, the visit of another Karen inquirer to Mr. 
Bennett is thus recorded : *' Another Karen inquirer 
called to-day. He is from the village of Thahnne- 
ing. Ko Thah-byu had given him a tract, on one 
of his excursions, which he had read, and, liking 
the contents, called to get more light on the way of 
salvation by Jesus Christ. The roads are so bad 
that it is nearly impossible for any to get into towa.** 
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Ten days afterwards, he left Rangoon to spend the 
rains in Maubee. " Ko Thah-byu has left to-day," 
says Mr. Bennett, "for the Karen. wilds, with three 
hundred more trEicts. As the rains render itinerat- 
ing nearly impracticable, he is permitted, on this 
tour, to attend to the teaching of a few of his coun- 
trymen in Maubee, who, he says, are very anxious 
to learn Karen." 

At the close of the rains in October, Mr. Bennett 
gives an animated view of the fruits of Ko Thah- 
byu's labors, that then began to appear, in the two 
following letters to Mr. Judson. 

« Rangoon, Oct. 28, 1833. 
♦* Dear brother Judson, 

* We are in distress, and send to you for relief. 
For the last several days, our house, and the small 
house of Ko Thah-byu, ten cubits square, have 
been thronged. As Ko Thah-byu has not been able 
to go out as soon as he had intended, in consequenbe 
of his wife's illness, the Karens are thronging us 
from Dalla, Leing, Maubee, Kya-dan, and many 
places I have not heard named, men, women, and 
children, and all anxiously inquiring about the re- 
ligion of Jesus. One Sau-kai has formally request- 
ed baptism of me and the church, and several oth- 
ers have of Ko Thah-a, and Ko Thah-byu. They 
are all anxious for schools, and ofler ,to build zayat^ 

for preaching, or schools, if some one will come and 

5 
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t0ach them. There are very many who already 
keep the Lord's day, read our tracts* and endeafor 
to instruct one another the best they can. They 
daily read the tracts, and all get together in their 
fiimilies, and sing, and pray to the God ^virhG rulea 
in heaven. The heads of families not only do this 
themselves, but they teach their children. They 
declare they have left off drinking spirit, and, as far 
as they understand, endeavor to practise according 
to the requirements of the Scriptures. 

" What shall we do ? Ko Thah-byu is only one^ 
among a thousand. He cannot preach the gospel, 
and teach these people to * read in their own langnage* 
the precious truths of God's word, at the same time. 
We want one man, to go to Bassein ; another to go 
up to Prome, and along the river ; another to Mau- 
bee, and vicinity, towards old Pegu. All these to 
preach the gospel ; and we certainly need as many 
more for school masters. Can you send us any as- 
sistance ? If so, do ; for Christ and his cause re- 
quire it. I hope Ko Thah-byu will be able soon 
to go out, and do something ; but he cannot do all 
alone. There, surely, is the sound of rain ; and, 
if I might not subject myself to the imputation of 
enthusiastic, I would say, ^ of much rain.' O could 
we go among these people, as freely and easily as 
in the provinces, I have no doubt, hundreds would 
be added to the Lord. 

'^ I think the Karens here superior to those in tl^ 
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be collected together, and civilized, and (^ristianitied/ 
they would be a lovely nation. When will Ihiar 
happy time arrive ? Hasten it^ Lord, in thine own 
good time^ for Jesus' sake. 

" I am your& afiectionately." 

RangooTb, Nov. Hi 1833. 
•* Dear brother Judson, 

" I have only a few moments to ^rrite, being full 
of business, and having only a few ininutes before 
the vessel leaves. Suffice it to^ say, four of the 
Karens were, yesterday, baptized, and are the first 
fruits of the plentiful Karen harvest, which these 
ripening fields present to our view. We want help, 
we want faitk, we wdOit patienceyBxid perseveraneei 
we want a mind, (to say all in a word,) the same 
mind which was found in our dear Lord and Sa- 
viour, Jesus Christ. Pray for us, and for the Ka- 
rens who are looking up to us for the bread of life, 
their eyes brightening as they hear of Jesus and 
the way to heaven. There have but very few, ais 
yet, called on us, something like fifty or sixty ; but 
they all say. In a few weeks, (when we have gath- 
ered in our rice,) we will come widi our wives and 
children, all of whom wish to hear the gospel. 
Our neighbors, too, will, many of them, come. 
And some of those who say thus, also add, When 
we come, we shall ask for baptisfn ! Those whft 
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luLve just been here (and it i» only « few hxmn 
since a party of twelve leA,) we liaTo examined.* 
Some of jthem appear to be true disciples of Je- 
sus, while one or two were regular atheists* One 
man, especially, says, he^does not believe there it 
any Crod, or heaven, or hell. 

" We have good reason to believe the work is 
genuine among the Karens, if opposition is a test ; 
for the devil is sorely disturbed, and mastering his 
forces. What the issue of the campaign will be 
we cannot say ; but those who were yesterday bap* 
tized, said, if the Woon-gee^ shoidd issue an order 
to cut off their heads, then let him cut them off: 
they believed in Jesus ; and if they should be killed, 
they would go where Jesus is, and be happy. I 
could relate many interesting anecdotes of these 
simple sons of the jungle, had I time. Suffice it to 
say, one very respectable man, a Saukai, says he 
formerly was a great drunkard ; but, for the last six 
months, he has not drunk a drop, not since he first 
heard of Jesus from Ko Thah-byu. He says he 
believes, and will come, by-and-by, and be baptized.- 
He is said to be a very influential man. They all 
talk more or less Burmese, and our examinations 
are in that language, which is far better than to 
draw it through an interpreter. We have proposed 
to some of the young men (who also understand 

• • • 

* A Burman Magiatrate.— K. . . 
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Burmese,) to go around to Maulmain> and Imm 
Karen, and return and teach their countrymen I I 
hope, in a few months, some will go. They would 
now, if their rice were gathered. I hope they will 
go ; and, if so, what they will see and kear^ and 
learn, I do hope, will do more to keep their coun- 
trymen from believing the Burmese, than years of 
our labor. There' were thirty present at worship, 
yesterday morning; after which, the^four Karens 
were examined, and received ; afterwards, Ko Thah-^ 
accompanied them to the King's tanks, and baptized 
them." 

Extracts from Mr. Bennett's journal will be con- 
tinued, in which the labors and successes of Ko 
Thah-byu are recorded so fully and graphically, 
that little more is left to be desired. Under various 
dates in October and November, he writes, " A Ka- 
ren from Maubee, called, who said he had been in 
town three days and had not before found our house. 
He said, he would call again, and staid but a short 



time." 



"The Karen mentioned yesterday, called with 
one of his neighbors ; both of whom appeared ex- 
tremely well. The one who has not been here be- 
fore, says, that he has several of our tracts, which 
were given him by Ko Thah-byu, which he reads 
and then bows and prays to the eternal 6od» He 
asked anxiously, what more he should do to enter 
heaven ?" 
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*< After worship, Moung^Thah, (a Saolni) xoen- 
tioned Aug. 26th, came forwaid, and formallj adnd 
for haptism. He hore a good examination, and I 
really helieve he is one of the chosen of God ; bat, 
as he is the first who has come oat, we thought best 
for him to wait a short time, that we might become 
more acquainted. We have the best reason to bqie 
the good work of the Spirit is operating among the 
Karens of Burmah, and oar prayers are, * O Loid, 
smile upon the poor, ignorant, and oppressed Ka- 
rens of Burmah.' This is the first Karen about 
Rangoon, who has asked for baptism. O that he 
may be only one of ten thousand, and this the com- 
mencement of a new era in this idolatrous empire. 

" As Ko Thah-byu has been kept at home by the 
illness of his wife, the Karens are calling on him. 

'* A large party of Karens from Dalla, called to 
day. Ko Thah-byu's house is thronged from morn 
to night, and our verandah below, by people who 
have come to the festival." 

" Ko Thah-byu complains that the Karens throng 
his house, so that it is breaking down. Crowds 
have all day long been coming and going, and'he 
has been busy preaching from morn till night 
They are here from various parts of the country, 
and many he has not seen before. They are very 
urgent from Bassein and Dalla, on the south of ns^ 
and west from Maubee and vicinity on the north, that 
Ko Thah-byu, or some Karen teacher should come 
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among them and teach them to read, and pieach te 
them the gospel. They offer, of their own accord) 
10 huild zayats and school-houses. O for laborers 
to enter this whitened field, and gather the golden 
grain !" 

** Our house has heen thronged, to-day, hy Karens 
from various places around Rangoon, who listened 
most attentively to the gospel. The Karens here, 
generally, understand Burmese pretty well, so that 
an interpreter is not needed. Poor people ! how my 
heart has been affected for you to-day, when, hear- 
ing the honest, simple truth, you confessed that yoa 
were ignorant, and wished instruction. How unlike 
the proud, Pharisaic Burmese, who feel proud that 
they are not like other men, especially, not like the 
poor Karen !" 

" Lord's day. After worship, three Karens came 
forward, and asked for baptism. Two of them pass- 
ed most admirable examinations, and perhaps the 
third would, could he have conversed as well in 
Burmese. The native brethren seemed surprised at 
the readiness of their answers, and the correet no- 
tions they seemed to possess of gospel truth. They 
evidently appeared to have been taught by the 
Spirit. These men say, that from the first of theif 
hearing of Jesus from Ko Thah-byu, six months 
since, they have believed, and prayed daily to the 
eternal God. They keep the Lord^i day, and meet 
together to read the tnets, and instruct eaeh other. 
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One of them 8bj8, that not h>ng aince, he was 
tempted, by a neighbor and his wife, to join them in 
the worship or feeding of the NatSt bat he refiuedi 
saying, " He meant to worship Jesas Christ to the 
end of his life." The neighbor then asked, if Jesni 
could save him from the power of the Nats. He 
said he did not know, but he had been t(M so, and 
he believed it. He knew the Nats could not save 
him from sickness or death, though he should feed 
them ever so much ; and he meant to go to Ean* 
goon, as soon as he could, and find out more of 
Jesus Christ. When told that this neighbor of his 
was made use of by Satan, to tempt him to sin, he 
said he did not know, but it seemed very much like 
it. As the Saukai, mentioned Oct. 13, could not 
come to-day, having a lame foot, and as we wi^ to 
be more thoroughly acquainted with these men, they 
were advised to wait until the next Lord's day, or 
some other opportunity, when the church would 
again examine them ; and, if received, they would 
be baptized." 

" More than twenty Karens came> to-day, from 
Maubee, and, among them, are those who asked for 
baptism last sabbath. We had twelve of them at 
evening worship, and it would have been exceeding* 
ly gratifying, could our friends in America have 
heard the examination they underwent after wor^ 
ship. When we consider that it is only a fefs: 
months since they first heard of the gospel, an4 



KO THAH-BTU. g^ 

I know they have not heen taught by human aid, we 
i are forced to believe they have been taught from 
I above. Four of this number have come for the ex* 
I press purpose of being baptized on the morrow." 
1 " Lord's day. Thirty-two present at worship ; 
after which the four Karens, were examined and re* 
ceived. Soon after this, they repaired to a tank, 
near the city, and were baptized. This afternoon, 
the celebration of the Lord's supper was observed ; 
twenty-two communicants present. After evening 
worship, had much interesting conversation with the 
Karens. Many of them, beside those baptized, ap* 
pear to believe with all their hearts. They have 
entirely thrown away their old superstition of Nat- 
worship, have broken short ofi* with strong drink, (a 
Karen besetting sin,) and, since they have heard the 
gospel, have kept the sabbath day." 

" To-day the Karens left for their homes, rejoic- 
ing in the truth which has so recently reached their 
ears. This evening, Ko Thah-byu, and Kal Shay, 
one of the Karens just baptized, proposed that some 
one of the teachers should go into their village, and 
preach Christ to the people. This is just what is 
anxiously desired, but I cannot leave Rangoon." 

" To-day the Karen preachers, Taunah and Pan* 
lab, arrived from Maulmain. We hope and pray 
they may be blessed in itinerating among their coun- 
trymen." 
<* This morning the Karens left us for Maubee ; 
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but as they met Ko Thah-bya on his way lunnef oA 
several Karens with him, they all retamed together. 
Ko Thah-byu has a school of twelve or fifteen Ke- 
rens in Maubee." 

In February, 1834, Mr. Bennett writes^ "llus 
morning, Taunah and Panlah, with two school 
teachers, who have been preaching, and t^flphii*; 
school among their countrymen, in Maubee and vi- 
cinity, left for their families near Maulmain. Just 
after the vessel had weighed anchor, and was dn^ 
ping down the river, Ko Thah-byu, our Karen !»• 
sistant, with several people from Maubee, arrived, 
and added their crying, urgent request, that some 
one should come from Maulmain, and baptise the 
willing converts, who are like fruit fully ripe in the 
wilderness, which only wants to be gathered. It 
•does sometimes happen, that missionaries labor toft 
years, and have no apparent success ; and it seems 
also to happen, that where none of them have sown 
the. seeds, the ripened sheaves wait to be gathered to 
the gamer. O when will these poor souls be f^Bi* 
dened, by being permitted to follow their Savioorin 
his blessed ordinances. I have had much conTOisft- 
tion with these people, to-day ; and they are so aI^ 
less, so honest, so simple-hearted, and withal, so fall 
of love to Christ, that no one, who knows the sweets 
of pardoning mercy, could hear their tales unmoTed* 
They proposed, to-day, a plan, (which I fear could 
not be granted in the present state of affidrs,) whkh 
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is, to petition the Woon-gee for permission to have 
schools in their own language, and adopt whateTer 
religion they pleased, and still enjoy the same free- 
dom from molestation they have ever done, when 
without any religion. Should they obtain such per- 
mission, Boodhism would hardly lose any of its vo* 
taries ; for these people, in general, detest the wor- 
ship of idols." 

" The Karens mentioned yesterday, came up this 
morning, and stated that they were commissioned 
by their brethren in Maubee, to come and beg we 
would promise not to leave Rangoon, until some 
one came from Maulmain. They say they went to 
the wharf yesterday, in order to send word to 
Maulmain, to have a teacher come immediately ; 
but they were too late, as the vessel was moving 
down the river. They called to Taunah, but could 
not make him hear, he was so far distant. They 
endeavored to get a boat to go on board, but failed. 
In view of aQ these things, I dare not leave until 
some one does come, and have promised the natives 
accordingly." 

After Mr. Bennett's departure from Rangoon, 
Mr. Webb, who next took charge of the station, no- 
ticing Eo Thah-byu and the fruits of his labors^ 
under different dates, in September and October^ 
says, 

" Five Karens fiom Maubee, arrived. They give 
interesting accounts of the state of feeling theeew 
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Our two most valuable Karen hrethien from Mul- 
main have been laboring at Maubee for fovr or fife 
months ; also three lads, young brethren from above 
Maulmain, formerly members of sister Hancock^ 
school. They say that between one hundred and 
two hundred Karens attend worship every sabbalk 
at the three or four difierent places where these 
several brethren exhort, and pray, ai^d read theii 
solitary tract, the only thing, except a spelling^bodc, 
ever printed in their language. It is an interestiof 
fact and worthy to be often recorded, that this poor 
neglected and despised people, who but two or three 
years since had not a letter in their language, are 
now able, some of them, both to read and to tran- 
scribe their thoughts to others. When these Karens 
arrived, I had received for them, from the Karens 
in Maulmain, fourteen letters written in the Karen 
language. 

" Seventeen Karens arrived from Maubee village 
exceedingly fatigued, having walked in one day t 
distance which usually occupies two, in order to be 
here before the sabbath. Seven of them were 
women, four of whom had been examined and ac- 
cepted before brother Bennett left Eangoon, but not 
baptized. After worship in Burman, in which they 
took a part by singing a Karen hymn, they went to 
their lodgings on the verandah, and offered their 
evening devotions to God. These simple Karens, 
unshackled by the finespun sptems of the Bn^ 
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mans, liear the gospel with cheering henefit. The 
seventeen now here, think themselves converted to 
God by the preaching of Ko Thah-byu, a Karen who- 
formerly assisted our lamented brother Boardman, 
Moung Fanlah, and the three Karen lads before 
mentioned. I asked, ' Do the Karens mostly attend 
worship V * Yes, but there are some Pharisees who 
do not/ * And after you have done worship, you 
all go home and work, I suppose V * No : we re- 
main together all day.' * But what do you do all 
day.' * We read the Scriptures, and preach, and 
pray five or six times.' One of their number was 
seized, by order of the head man of the village, and 
questioned concerning his religion. His reply was, 
* I believe in Jesus Christ, and no more worship the 
Nats, nor the pagodas, nor images, nor drink spirits. 
I worship the Eternal God.' He was fined sixty- 
five rupees, and ordered not to receive the 'foreign- 
ers' religion.' * Well, now,' I said, * you are all 
very much afraid, I suppose.' * Some of the people 
are afraid, not the disciples ; but they come to meet- 
ing every sabbath, one or two hundred of them, to 
hear Jesus Christ's law.' * But perhaps the rulers 
will take your money, or whip you : why are you 
not afraid ?' He replied simply, with, an air of con- 
fidence, * Because the Eternal God governs.' 

" Yesterday, in connexion with brother and sister 
Cutter and Ko Shway-bay and Ko Sanlone, two of 
auj most experienced and valuable Burman assist* 
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ants, we examined for admission into the nidw 
church, nine Karens. Three of them were MJect* 
ed; two, principally hecaase of their being n 
young ; we feared tiey had not sufficieiitly coniilrf 
the cost, though they appeared exceedingly iAle^ 
esting ; and one, hecause we feaied he had not nt 
ficiently seen the evil of his own heart. The ex- 
amination occupied the whole of the day, ftoB 
nine in the morning tilt five in the afternoon, ezc^ 
one hour and a half's intermission. We wei» 
ohliged in most cases to speak through a Karen iiK 
terpreter. The other six were received, who, t^ 
gether with four that had heen examined six mondv- 
before, make ten whom I baptized this morning. 

" It was a beautiful morning. The sun shed £» 
brilliant beams on the gilded spires of the hundreds 
of surrounding pagodas, as if to invite the IkVed 
eyes of their devotees to look above these spires to 
the God who made the sun, and gave him power to 
shine. We passed through a beautifnF grove of 
mango trees, covered with immense flocks of a 
snow white bird called the rice bird, watching their 
nests. These trees surround a cluster of kyonngs, 
or monasteries oT priests, through which we passed 
to the ' Royal tank,' a beautiful little lake enciided 
by trees. Here I baptized the ten, and after ofkr^ 
ing our thanks and a prayer for the divine blessing 
in Burman, the Karens returned to their jangle and 
we to our dwellings. This has been one of die 
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1»nghtest scenes of my life, a day which for tea 
years I have anticipated with intense interest. To» 
lead these benighted heathen to the Lamb of Godi 
to introduce the^ into the church of Christ, to raise 
them to civilization, to teach them the use and the 
worth of the social and domestic relations ordained by 
Heaven, and the bliss of loving God ; these brought 
us from our native land, eux home, the fireside of 
our youth, from parents, friends, from what our 
hearts hold dearest of all on earth, from all the 
blessings which we came to bring. And 'tis a glad 
exchange. We would not forego our toil for a 
crown and sceptre, except a crown in heaven. 

" Sabbath. Ten Karens arrived on Saturday eve- 
ning, six of whom ask for baptism. Four of the- 
six, we have judged it best, should be set aside for 
the present ; the other two will be baptized next 
sabbath. Ko Toung-yo, one of the four set aside> 
is an interesting old man» He says he believes in* 
the Eternal God, and always has ; that his parents- 
taught him, when a small child, that the world did 
not spring up of itself, as the Burmans say, but 
that it was created by a God, who is himself with- 
out beginning and without end, whom the Earen» 
call Kah-tsah-yu-ah ; and that he must not worship 
images, nor pagodas, nor priests, nor books, but 
must worship Eah-tsah-yu-ah. But we feared he 
did not sufficiently realize the nature of sin against 
God, and therefore told him to wait a little. 
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" Twelve Karens arrived last evening, six d 
whom have asked for baptism. These, togedur 
with the two received last sabbath, I baptized thii 
afternoon, in the royal tank. 

*' Baptized four more Karens. We had no Kip 
ren interpreter, but they all spoke Burman, so that 
we succeeded much better than we had anticipated 
in their examination. These make twenty-two I 
have baptized within these three weeks, and many 
more are said to wish for baptism, of whom the 
native brethren speak favorably. The instruments 
in this work of grace have been three men, and 
two lads under fifteen years, all of whom can 
scarcely read Burman at all, and understand it less, 
and who, if they read Karen, have but a single 
tract of six pages, besides a spelling-book of thirty- 
three pages, in all their language. 

" How great is the grace of God, to render the 
truth so plain that the mere child may teach enough, 
if it be received with unwavering faith in God, to 
purify the heart and life and prove the salvation of 
the soul." 

After the persecution commenced, Ko Thah-bya, 
being a prominent individual, left Maubee by the 
advice of his countrymen, and fled to Pegu. Mr. 
Webb writes in September, 1835 ; " Kyouk-kheh, 
an interesting Karen, from the Karen brook, visited 
me last evening, and staid through the night. The 
villages along the Karen brook are subject to Man- 
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bee city, and have shared in commoB with tl^e othef 
Maubee Karens in the persecution. I learned fr(Ma 
hjUn seTeral interesting pavticuleurs ; a circm&staaoe 
peculiarly gratifying, as we have not before heard 
any thing from these villages since the first of theiF 
tXQi]d>les." 

^'.The Maubee governor has under his control 
one thousand houses. Before the persecution, Myat- 
thah, one of the Karen Christians, was appointed by 
him, ruler of one hundred houses. When the per- 
secution began, Myat-thah and every other one who 
professed to believe in Christ, were seized and fined, 
in all, to the amount of four hundred rupees. This 
was a heavy fine, considering that a Karen seldom 
lias property to the amount of fifty dollars. Myat- 
ibkk was deposed from his office, and Kyouk-kheh 
put in his place. He says, that among the one bun*- 
dred under him, fourteen are Christians, and have 
been fined for their religion. He h^s not yet been 
baptized, though he says he and his wife, and all his 
yelations worship God, and all sufiered in the gene- 
ral persecution. He says the Karens are afraid ta 
visit me, but they daily worship God, and never 
worship the nats, or the pagodas. Indeed, the whole 
account he gives of them is of a pleasing charac- 

teJT- 

" We had heard nothing from Ko Thah-byu for 
four months. Kypuk-kheh says, he has heard of 

6 
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him at Pe^, preaching among" about two thousand 
Karens who live in that vicinity. When the perse- 
cution commenced at Maiibee, his brethren advised 
him to avoid it ; and so, like an apostle, when they- 
persecute him in one city, he flees to another." 

In December, 1836, Mr. Howard, writing* from 
the scene of Ko Thah-byu's labors in Maubee, and 
on the first visit of missionaries, says ; ** I left Ran- 
goon, November 18th, with brethren Vinton and 
Abbott, for the purpose of visiting the Karens in 
Maubee and vicinity, among whom no missionary 
had ever been. As brother Vinton sends you* a 
journal of the whole affair, it is unnecessary that I 
should detail particulars. I will only add my testi- 
mony, that the persons baptized (one hundred and 
sixty seven) during the week which we spent amiilf 
these children of the forest, sustained as good iaIP" 
examination as any of an equal number I ever wiff^ 
nessed in America. The helpless condition of maft 

^ ■ 

as a sinner, and the way of salvation through ChrisI 
alone, were truths apparently well understood 1^ 
all ; and though they had every reason to expect 
that cruel persecution would be the result of their 
professed allegiance to the Saviour, yet iheir's was 
the confidence and the joy of those, who could say, 
* I know in whom I have believed.' In this section 
are probably a hundred or more believing Karens, 
who are still waiting for an opportunity to be 
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laptized. The most who are now believers, pro- 
feaa to have been so for one, two, or liir 
or from the lime they first heard ihe gospel. Tlie 
Lord has carried on this work, so far as human 
inslru mentality is concerned, by native Karen aa- 
^ Bstants, and principally by Ko Thah-liyu." 




CHAPTER VI. 



Eetams to Maulmain. — Second visit to Bangjpoiu^T^j^tarns 
to Maulmain again.— Groes to Aracan.^--Sncoess.— Sick- 
ness and death. 

It would have been interesting' to read ibe account 
of Ko Thah-byu's wanderings in FegUt and his 
attempts to go overland to Maulmain ; bat it is one 
of the withering curse» nf ignorance, that all her 
subjects mu^t serve in' silence, without the povnr 
to record m& sufferings that her minions, poiwtgl^ 
and wretchedness, inflict. 3^hile the skillful hanct' 
of education, oft ''gives to airy nothings, a local 
l^bitation and a name,'^ the stem realities of hum- 
Ue life are leftjK. like the untrodden forest, in lU^ 
their native grandeur, without a hand ta sketch 
them. 

In the year 1837, he was in Maulmain, but went 
to Rangoon again with Mr. Abbott in April, who 
thus writes ; '' He immediately went into the Karen 
jungle and visited the Christian villages around and 
near Maubee, where he had formerly preached, and 
had been instrumental in Christianizing a good 
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many of his fellow countrymen. He remained there, 
at this time, about six months, preaching altogether 
among the Christian villages. The old man's days 
for itinerating had passed away. He was afliicted 
with rheumatism and blindness, and was conse* 
quently unable to undertake any difficult journey. 
The Maubee villages being compact, and having 
good roads from one to the other, he was able to 
visit them by making a long stay at each. Another 
cause that deterred him from preaching among the 
unchristianized, was, the Burmese government had 
become alarmed at the fact of so many Karens hav- 
iug embraced a foreign religion. The Christians 
were oppressed, fined, imprisoned and annoyed in 
every conceivable manner. Every petty Burmese 
officer felt himself called upon to manifest his loy- 
altyand his attachment to the institutions of his coun^ 
try by persecuting the Karen Christians. The land 
Bwnrmed with " informers," who were the hired 
menials of said officers. Under such circumstances, 
it is no wonder that old Ko Thah-byu felt himself 
justified in remaining quiet among the Christians. 
Even had he been able to travel and preach, and had 
he attempted it, he would soon have been apprehend- 
ed. His health becoming more feeble, and war be- 
ing expected between the English and the Burmese, 
he returned to Maulmain, in November. When I 
left Maulmain in February, 1840, 1 knew not cer- 
tainly that I could obtain assistants from Burmah, 
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and called* Ko Thah-byu, and he accorripahied me to 
Sandoway, with his family. Immediately on my 
arrival I sent him to a small Karen village, a fev/^ 
miles from where I live, where he remained and 
preached awhile, and then returned to me and com* 
menced teaching a class of boys. The small pox 
breaking out in my school, and Ko Thah-byu 's 
young children having never had it, he took his 
family and. went again to the village near. At this 
place where he spent all his time while in Arracan, 
four have been baptized. Several now stand candi- 
dates for the ordinance, and a good many are nomi- 
nal Christians, all of whom first heard the gospel 
from Ko Thah-byu." 

• Here, in the midst of his work, the summons 
eame for him to cease from his labors. Here in 
this village, which he had so recently entered, a 
inoral wilderness, he was called away to the world 
6f spirits, just when it was budding and blossoming 
into beauty, as so many and distant regions had 
done before, beneath his fostering hand. And he 
went, 

"Not, like the quarry slave, at night 
Scourged to his dungeon, bat sustained and soothed 
- By an unfaltering trust, 

Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams.'^ 

" His rheumatic complaint,." continues Mr. Ab- 
bott, " had become distressing, so that he was many 
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times unable to walk or even to rise up. A few 
weeks after he left me, the disease settled upon his 
lungs, accompanied by violent inflammation, and the 
old man seemed to be aware that he was near his 
grave. As it was the rainy season, I could not go 
to him, but sent a boat and had him brought in, he 
having sent me word that he wanted to come and 
die near me. He came, but was unable to walk.. I 
saw he had but a few days to live. He was per- 
fectly willing to die ; had no fears ; * as it pleases 
God,' seemed to be the frame of his spirit. He suf- 
fered severely from his rheumatic complaint, not- 
withstanding the constant attention of the physician 
whom I called. He was very irritable at times, and 
his old temper would occasionally show itself. He 
lequired a good deal of attention, and many a time 
was I awakened in the night by his calling * Teach- 
er, please come and champoo me,' which I did, as 
he seemed to think no one could do it so well as 
myself. On the whole, he was submissive under 
his pains, until they brought him to the grave, on 
the ninth of September, 1840. To the last, he had 
not an anxious thought as to his future destiny; his 
usual reply to my questions on the subject was, 
'Teacher, God will preserve me.' " 

What a glorious system of blessings is Christiani- 
ty ! There is not a passion, that it cannot subdue ; 
not an evil propensity, that it cannot destroy ; not a 
vicious habit, that it cannot eradicate. For thp 
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iileepless hortors of a guilty conscience, it has re^t 
and peace ; and for every sting, a sure and abiding 
antidote. . How amply it justifies the rich promiise^ 
<tf its divine founder 1 And what marvel that th<^ 
l^ailess Apostle, amid the contemptuous disciples 6t 
i^ato and Zeno, lifted np a dauntless front, and gib* 
ried in " Christ, and him ctucified ! " The dialogties 
of Plato live ; but as to their influence on the opin^ 
ions and characters of men, their " glory is depart- 
ed:" the disciples of the Stoa* have passed away, 
litridiout leaving a trace of their existence, save th^ 
ruins of the porches in which they taught. But 
the doctrines of the cross still live to humanize in- 
human man ; to change a villain, from whose pres- 
ence the virtuous instinctively shrink, into a " good 
man, full of the Holy Ghost and of faith," who scat- 
ters blessings wherever he goes, whose path through 
the world is traced by a track of glory, and whose 

— " Memory is the shrine 
Of pleasant thoughts, soft as the scent of flowers ; 
Calm as on windless eve, the sun's decline ; 

Sweet as the song of birds among the bowers, 
Rich as a rainbow with its hues of light, 
Pure as the moonlight of an autumn night/' 

Where the blue mountains of Pegu so often glad- 

* Stoa is properly a Greek word, signiiyiiig porch w portico. It li 
here used in reference to the portico, in which the philosopher Zeno 
delivered his instructiona. From this word, the followers of Zeno 
were Mlled Stoia^^E, 
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den the eyes of the weary mariner, after half cir- 
Qumnavigating a world of waters,"^ sleeps Ko Thah- 
Igfu* No mound marks his grave ; no " storied 
ttm or animated hust," indicates his resting place ; 
Wt the eternal mountains are his monument, and 
die Christian villages that clothe their sides are his 
epitaph. 

''Remembrance oft shall hannt the shore, 
When woods in summer wreaths are drest ; 
^ And olt suspend the dashing oar, 
To bid thy fervent spirit rest. 

Long, long, thy monumental clay 
l^iall melt the musing wanderer's eyes ; 

' O vales and wild woods,' shall he say, 
< In yonder grave a giant lies.' " 

* Yin aomtaiM of l^gn and Arracan are <^en the lint laad Aeea 
ii'&id&ai by lUps coming fScom Europe and America. 



CHAPTER VIL 



Karen mission most encouraging. — Most saccessfbl. — ^The 
cheapest. — Native preachers most useful. — An establish- 
ment required to educate them. — Susceptibility of ihe Ka- 
rens to religious impressions. — Testimony of various mis- 
sionaries. 



Mr. Malcom remarks concerning the Karen mis- 
sion, " We have been perhaps too much disposed to 
esteem the importance of a mission in proportion to 
the amount of population.* We ought rather to 
regard the indications of providence. In this res- 
pect, so far as I know, no other mission of modern 
times holds out such encouragements." Here we 
have the testimony of a man who was deputed for 
the special purpose of visiting the different mission 
stations, " to collect such information pertaining to 
missions, as might enable the Board to dispense the 
sacred charities entrusted to them with the greater 
skill." And after visiting the missions of nearly all 
denominations in the East, he records it as his de- 
liberate opinion, that on the very point which ought 

* The Karens arc much more numerous than Mr. Malcom wai 
aware. 
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to give importance to missions with those that sup- 
port them, " No other mission of modern times 
holds out such encouragements." 

I do not flatter myself, that I can add any thing 
to give greater weight in the public mind to this 
testimony ; but at a time when the hearts of those, 
who conduct the missionary enterprise, are begin* 
ning to quail for the want of funds, and official doc-* 
uments moot the question of abandoning missions^ 
and calling home missionaries, it cannot be deemed 
either unimportant, or invidious, to offer a few con- 
siderations to show, that the Karen mission is the 
cheapest of American missions in the world.* 

The Karens do not require so much teaching, in 
the first instance, to bring them to a knowledge of 
the truth, as other unevangelized nations. Their 
traditions teach them the existence of an eternal 
God, who is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipres- 
ent. Their traditions teach, that this God created 
the heavens and the earth, and all which they con- 
tain; that he created man holy like himself, but 
that man fell from his state of holiness into a state 
of sin and misery by eating the forbidden fruit, 
through the temptation of Satan ; but that God has 
promised to redeem and restore man to his favor, 
and that for this future salvation they are to wait in 
hope. These acknowledge articles of belief among 

* Foreign missions to the heathen are of course to be understood. 
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them, with many other similar items of informa- 
tion, and a moral code, in the commands of the 
Elders, that leaves little to he added,* save the mis- 
sionary an immense amount of time ismd lahdr ; for 
other nations need to learn them all from those that 
teach Christianity. The consequence is, that with 
far less instruction, the members of the churches 
are much better acquainted with the doctrines aiid 
duties of Christianity, than the coriterts from othe* 
nations ; and hence to bring them to a given point 
in their progress to knowledge, requires less foreigtl 
aid ; and therefore less money. 

Again, in no modern mission has an equal 
amount of success attended such a very small 
amount of funds as has been expended on the Ka- 
ren mission. The baptism of Ko Thah-byu iri 
1828, was the commencement of the mission ; for 
not till this period were any efforts made for th^ 
Karens, as a people. For several years, one or- 
dained missionary only was devoted to their ser- 
vice ; and after a lapse of twelve years at the time 
of Ko Thah-byu's death, there were five, and one 
assistant missionary, with their wives. At the end 
of these twelve years, one thousand two hundred 
and seventy Karens are officially reported as mem- 
bers of the churches in good standing. So far as my 
knowledge goes, no mission will admit of compar- 

* See Appendix. 
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ispn with the Karen, but the one to the Sandwich, 
Ida^id^. This mission was commenced in 1820, 
wjth two ordained missionaries, and five assistant 
mj^ioparies, and their wives; and at the end of 
tur^lire years, in 1832, there were no less than 
tffenty two ordained ni^issionaries,"^ six assistant 
mi^iooaries, their wives, and two single females 
connected with the mission ; more than four times 
the number of Karen missionaries at the end of the 
conesponding period, while the whole number of 
persons admitted to the church from the commence- 
ment of the mission to the same date, was five 
hundred and seventy seven: less than half the 
uumber of Karens in good standing in the church, 
at the end of the same period. Thus it appears, 
that in the most successful of American missions, 
except the Karen, it cost more than four times more 
men and money than it did in the Karen, to produce 
less than half the results. 

The cheapness of this mission as compared with 
other Eastern missions, is seen again in the opera- 
tions of the press. Mr. Trevelyan, as quoted by 
Malcom, says, " There are probably not five hund- 
red persons in all India, not educated by Europe- 
ans, who could take up a translation in their own 

* It may be objected thnt eight of these had but recently joined, but 
tut -was also true of one of the five belonging to the Karon mission, so 
tliat before these accessions the proportion was as one to throe and a 
half 
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aad buildings ; but exclusive of bpoks and the salads 
ne^ of the missionaries that sirperintend them."^ 

A Karen preacher, or school teacher, is suppoTted» 
when employed in the native villages, at from twen- 
ty five to fifty dollars annually : much less than in, 
most other missions.! Now all we ask is, |ialf a 
dozen more well educated missioHaries, and funda 
enough to do all the good they can, on the economic 
cal scale given above. Is this an extravagant re- 
quest ? While there are twenty four ofdained mis-r 
sionaries sent to the one hundred thousand Sandwkl^ 
Islanders, is it beyond the bounds of propriety or 
practicability, to sustain an establishment of hal^ 
that number, for the many hundred thousfuid Ka-^ 
reus? Such an establishment as is desirable, 
might perhaps involve an annual expense of twenty- 
thousand dollars, exclusive of the operation^ of. tl^ 
press ; and such an establishment, with Qod's Uess- 
ing, would change the whole nation, and make them 
as truly a Christian people as are the English oc 
the Americans. 



* Tlie wliole expense, including every thing, may amount to from 
twenty-five to tliirty dollars. 

t If otker mlMious are more expensive, or less succassftil, it ia npl 
the faiflt of the missionaries ; and if the Karen mission is cheaper, or 
more successful, than others, no credit is to be here attributed to the 
Karen missionaries, above their brethren. It is to be wholly attributed 
to peculiarly favorable providential circumstances j and these thiofv 
are not mentioned for the sake of drawing invidious comparisons, bat 
because they are some of ** the indications of providence ** refinred to 
above, aud because they are fiicta that ought to be knpwn. 
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And surely the six hundred thousand Baptist 
communicants of the United States, embracing a 
Baptist population of three or four millions, will not 
withhold a sum so paltry, to accomplish an object so 
glorious. 

''Hearea doth with us as we with torches do, 

Kot light them for themselves. If car possessions 

Bid not go forth of us, 'twere all alike, 

As if we had them not. Spirits are not finely touched. 

But to fine issues ; nor Nature ever lends 

The smallest scruple of her abundance, 

But, like a thrifty goddess, she determines 

Herself the glory of a creditor, — 

Bothihanks and.use.'' 

But the Karens, apart from all other considera- 
tions, haye peculiar claims on Christians on account 
of their remaAable susceptibility to religious im- 
pressions, and the spirit of piety evinped by the con- 
yerts. Here we will not argue, but produce testi- 
mony ; such testimony, as would be more',than suf- 
ficient to establish any point in law. 

The first witness we shall bring into court, is Mr. 
Boardman on his dying couch. Hear his testimony 
in the midst of the Karen converts coming for- 
ward for baptism. " If I live to see this one in- 
gathering, I may well exclaim with happy Simeon, 
*liOrd, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace 
according to thy word, for mine eyes have seen thy 

salvation.' How many ministers have wished they 

7 
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might die in their pulpits ; and would not dying in 
a spot like this, be even more blessed than dying in 
a pulpit at home ? I feel that it would." 

The next that comes in, is Mrs. Boardman, in 
her widowhood, testifying to the conduct of the con- 
verts after baptism. " They are Karens, living .two 
or three days' journey distant, who, by their frequent 
visits to us, over almost impassaUe mountains and 
through deserts, the haunt of the tiger, evince a love 
for the gospel seldom surpassed. What would the 
Christians in New England think of traveUing ibrty 
or fifty miles on foot to hear a sermon and beg a 
Christian book? A good Christian woman, who 
has been living with us several months, told me that 
when she came, the water was so deep th^t she was 
obliged to wait till the men in the company could cut 
down trees and lay across the streams for her to get 
over on; and sometimes she forded the streams 
herself, when the water reached her chin. She 
said she weis more afraid of the alligators, than any 
thing else. The reason of their coming at so bad 
a time was, we ^ad appointed a church fast, and 
sent to the Karen Christians living near, to unite 
with us ; but a rumor of it spread beyond the moun- 
tains, and/ they were so afraid that they should not 
observe it at the right time and in the right way, 
that a large company of the best disciples came im- 
mediately to inquire about it. As far as we can 
learn, they manifest the same tenderness of con- 
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science and fear of doing wrong on every subject ; 
and I can say with truth, that the more we become 
acquainted with them, the more reason we find to 
love them as Christians, and to believe that the 
work is of God. Some of them have lived on our 
premises month after month, and their conduct has 
been most exemplary ; and we have not heard of an 
instance of immorality among any of the church 
members during the past year." 

Miss Cummings, after living a year with the Ka- 
rens in their own wilds, adds her testimony, and 
says, " A year happier than has been the past, I 
have never seen." 

Our next witness is Mr. Vinton, who comes for- 
ward to testify of the joy with which the Chris- 
tians receive a new missionary. " We left Maul- 
main the second of this month, and on our arrival 
here, were received by the native church, and indeed 
by the whole village, with expressions of joy, such as 
are seldom witnessed on the arrival of a long absent, 
jret endeared, friend. Even the children were not 
content, without letting us know the interest they 
felt, by joining their parents in carrying our things 
up the steep ascent to the house. At evening, the 
whole village came together for worship. It was a 
season of deep interest to me. I told them as well 
as my scanty knowledge of the language would al- 
low, the object of my coming among them. The 
greater part seemed drunk up with interest at the 
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t]M>Ughl;, that one was to be devoted to the work of 
making known to them the messages of mensy 
through a Saviour. The next day they brought us 
such fruits and vegetables as the land afforded, and 
indeed they have continued to make their offerings 
in such abundance, that hitherto we have been more 
than supplied* These, though of triBing value, are 
like the "Widow's two mites, which, in the sight of 
God, were of more value, than all the offerii^ of 
the rich ; and seem to presage the pouring out of 
that divine blessing, annexed to bringing in all the 
tithes into thestore-house^ I have baptized two, and 
shall probably baptize again next Sabbath. Inquir- 
ers are multiplying, and I trust the time is not far 
jdistant, when this whole land shall be EmmanuePs 
land, a mountain of holiness, over which the Uess- 
ed Jesus shall reign without a rivalf" 

Next hear Mr. Wade-s evidence concerning the 
susceptibility of the people to the truth. '' As often 
as I think of the little church at Yeh, and of the 
hopeful inquirers there, I feel that we have reason to 
exclakn, * What hath God wrought V What, but di- 
vine power, could have induced so maiiyto believe 
the doctrine of foreign teachers, when their views 
of their own worldly interest inclined ^m to take 
a directly opposite course? What God has done 
t'here fos part of the population, he is aUe to di^for 
the whole ; and he is able to do the same in every 
hiaaAiieiie settlement where the' gieepel is preach^. 
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The meaas of grace there have been small on the 
009 handy and on the other the people were at first, 
with Dine consent, violently opposed to every effort 
to introduce the gospel among them. — It was as- 
tonidiing how they had acquired so much knowl- 
edge of the way of salvation, with so little means." 

Mrs. Wade adds her testimony to the Christian 
character of the members of the churches. " We 
had a pleasant season at worship in the morning 
with thirteen Karen Christians : two came with us, 
one was from a distant village, and ten belong to 
this place. Several others besides children were 
present. At evening I felt much better, and convers- 
ed for some time with the Christians who appear 
steadfiust in the faith and some of them * growing in 
grace.' 

" They are far separated from any other Chris- 
tians, and can but seldom see the missionaries ; but 
they seem to live a life of prayer and simple faith 
in God. Every Sunday they assemble, and read 
suid pray and sing, and truly the blessing of the 
Lord rests upon them. O, it is delightful to sit and 
hear them tell how peaceful and happy they are, 
since * God gave them new hearts.' — On our arri- 
val at Matah this morning we found the Christians 
had repaired the old house and spread their mats on 
the floor, and made all things look quite comfortable^ 
We spent the remainder of the day in conversing 
with them, attending to the sick, &c., until evening, 
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when they beat a small gong, which called them all 
to the zayat for worship. It was truly a delightful 
sight to see above one hundred and fifty, all seated 
in perfect order, and waiting to hear the word of the 
Lord from their teacher. Their singing was really 
melodious, and their attention and behavior every 
way, might be a useful example to many congrega- 
tions in our own dear native country. — I have now 
been a month among these dear Christians, and am 
compelled to exclaim, 'what hath God wrought?' 
I really did not expect to find such lovely examples 
of simple, humble piety, as I see exhibited in the 
lives of many of them, while their means of instruc- 
tion have necessarily been so limited. — I will not 
retire without recording the goodness of God ; for 
this has been one of the happiest days of my whole 
life. The morning was spent in examining candi- 
dates ; the afternoon in a kind of church conference, 
until the cool of the day, when we had a short ser- 
vice. We then repaired to the beautiful banks of 
the Tenasserim, where twenty-five lovely converts 
were buried with Christ in its crystal waters. The 
assembly was large, the singing animated and me- 
lodious, and the scenery around most romantic and 
delightful. Surely it was one of those scenes in 
which angels love to mingle. Dear brother Board- 
man 'went forth weeping, bearing the precious 
seed ;' brother Mason has toiled hard here alone in 
' watering ;* and we are permitted to gather in the 
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* increase,' which God has given. Well, we here 
on earth will join oar brother in glory, in giving all 
the praise to Him who hath redeemed them and us 
by his own precious blood." 

' Miss Macomber follows to testify to the reality of 
the Spirit's influence in the progress of the work. 
" I have now the happiness to inform you that the 
excitement, which I attributed wholly to novelty, 
proved to be a gracious influence of the Holy Spirit. 
A mmiber of these poor dark heathen, who were 
then bound in Satan's double chain, (idolatry and 
drunkenness,) have been liberated and brought into 
the glorious liberty of the gospel of Christ, and are 
now rejoicing in hope of the glory of God. 

" The progress of the work has been deeply in- 
^teresting to all, who have been acquainted with it, 
and particularly so to myself. Never were the 
power and mercy of God more manifestly display- 
ed, and never did his saving grace shine through a 
more feeble instrumentality. But God can work 
according to his will ; and blessed be his name, the 
heathen shall be given to his Son. 
- " Our first baptism was on the 12th of January. 
Chung-pau, a man rather advanced in years, but of 
a sound good mind, and who has thus far manifest- 
ed a most devoted spirit, had from the first listened 
with uncommon interest ; and I think I shall never 
forget the sensations it gave me, when he would 
come and sit down by me, and, with a countenance 
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wbich ^spoke a soinl awakened to the interest of 
eternal realities, would ask, * What is it to believe ? 
Wli^t can I do to believe ? I want to escape hell 
and obtain heaven. I wish to trust in Jesus Christ. 
What shall I do ?' what would I have given in 
th4l^ moment for an easy use of the language ; but 
I said what I could, and the Spirit taught him as 
man could not" 

Mr. Kincaid comes fcHward to testify to the ea- 
gerness with which the Christians flocked ^ound 
him to hear the word of God, and their desire to 
understijind it. " Set off in a Burman canoe to visit 
some Karens, twentynfive miles distant I found 
the village delightfully situated on the margin of a 
mountain stream, but the most pleasant p^rt was, to 
witjQQSS the eagerness with which they flocked 
around me to listen to the word of God. My fee* 
ble, emaciated appearance drew from them the ten- 
derest sympathy. Though unable to sit up more 
than an hour and a half at a time, I still had 
strength to preach to them every morning ^d eve- 
ning. My congregation averages about sixty. 
They sing the songs of Zion in the sweetest man- 
ner. There was a melody and sweetness in their 
singing, which perhaps is rarely ever heard. 

"The Karen Christians are coming in almost 
daily; often seven or eight together; and they 
would come by twenties if we had not sent them 
word that it would be imprudenti and exposing 
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themselves unnecessarily to fines and imprisonment; 
perhaps to long sendtude, and possibly to death. 
Some who had been bound with cords, and cruelly 
be^^n iill nearly senseless, for preaching Christ and 
the resurrection, came to see us. Often when we re- 
ttumejd from a walk in the evening, through some part 
o£ the town or suburbs, we found four or Bre^ or seven 
or eight, in our room, nearly worn out with their 
long march through the heat of the sun. Still they 
would sit up till after midnight, asking questions 
about Gharistian doctrines and duties, and having 
dii£oi2J| passages of scripture explained ; and even 
at that time of night, it was not easy to get away 
to sleepf they were so eager to have every thing 
obacure made plain. Some of these are assistants, 
who have from twenty to sixty families each under 
their care. They are pastors, as well as preachers ; 
each one in his own parish visiting from house 
to house, reading the scriptures and praying with 
the sick, conducting public worship on the sabbath, 
preaching to the unconverted, and performing the 
rite of marriage according to Christian usage. 
They also preside in the respective churches under 
their care. They are not ordained, and therefore 
do not administer baptism and the Lord's supper. 
They are indeed God's * anointed ones,' and we 
haver no doubt but in time they will become efficient 
pastors and evangelists. It would be imprudent 
now^tQ entrust them with power to baptize and ad- 
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mit persons to churcli membership, ihey must 
have more instruction in the * mysteries of the 
kingdom,' more experience, and more knowledge of 
character, or there would be danger of their filling 
up the church with mere nominal Christians. Two 
of the young men who were in irons and stocks 
last, year, are now sitting near me, reading the 
New Testament. Both of them are fine, active 
young men. 

** The assistant who has been laboring in the vi- 
cinity of Bassein, where the celebrated young chief 
resides, has just arrived in Rangoon. The work of 
divine grace in that region is wonderful. The 
house of the young chief is thronged much of the 
time by Karens who come to hear the gospel, and 
learn to read. In that district, between two and 
three hundred are waiting for baptism. Such is 
the power of the gospel among that people. We 
have examined six or seven native assistants, and 
given them all the instruction which so short a time 
could allow. Our prayers go with them in their 
blessed labors. They have the highest wisdom ; 
that is, wisdom in winning souls to Christ. Their 
purpose fuid feelings are exclusive. One settled de- 
sign appears to engross all their thoughts and- 
wishes. Persecutiondoesnot dishearten them; fines 
and imprisonment do not terrify them. The spread 
of the gospel, and the salvation of their countrymen, 
is the all-engrossing subject by day and by night." 
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• Mr. Hancock testifies to the appearance of the 
people while suffering from the "pestilence that 
walks at noon-day." " My visit to Matah was an 
extre&ely interesting one, though I have since paid 
dearly for it. Brother Mason and myself left Ta- 
vdy on Wednesday morning, and reached the " City 
of Love"* Thursday evening, ahout five o'clock. 
We were heartily welcomed by brother and sister 
Wade. In the evening, by request, I addressed an 
assembly of between two and three hundred Karens, 
from these words : * Let not your hearts be troubled.' 
Many of them had lately lost friends by the cholera, 
and their hearts were still bleeding from the wounds 
which had been made ; many, also, had contemplat- 
ed a removal from the place, from fear of contagion. 
I directed their minds to the words above quoted, as 
a ' balm for all their wounds, and a cordial for their 
fears.' It was the largest congregation of natives I 
had seen in the country, and a more attentive one I 
have never seen. When the meeting was over, all 
were anxious to testify their welcome to the stranger, 
by a shake of the hand, and it was with much diffi- 
culty I made my way through the crowd." 

Mr. Abbott's evidence relates to the manner with 
which the Christians bear persecution ; to " whole 
villages having turned to God ;" and to the efficien- 
cy of the native preachers. " During a few weeks 

* Such is the meaning of tlie whole word Matah-myUi of which 
Jfofol to an abbi>eviatloii«-.B. 
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after the ^ young chief and his associates were re- 
leased, but few Karens ventured to call on me at 
Rangoon ; yet more than I wished. About the first 
of October, three men came from Bassein, to ask 
thai question which was to me the precursor of 
evil — * Teacher ! what shall we do V — ' for,' said 
they, * four of our brethren are in the stocks.' They 
informed me that an assistant whom I had sent to that 
region, and three young men who had joined him 
there, were out on a preaching excursion, and stopped 
at a large Karen village one evening, which was near 
to the village of a Burman officer, and, as their cus- 
tom was, called together the people, and preached to 
them the kingdom of God. They were warned that 
their course would possibly awaken the wrath of the 
officers. But^ as it seems, they deemed it advisable 
to obey God rather than man, and continued their 
meeting till a late hour at night. The next morn- 
ing, before they had time to get away, these four 
young Karens were apprehended, and beaten, with 
several who had listened to their story the preced- 
ing evening. They were then (the four) cast into 
the stocks and reserved for threatened torture. In 
ten days I heard again : the four had been liberated 
before the men who came to me reached home. But 
the officers had extorted a hundred and fifty rupees 
from the Christians, which sum had been immedi- 
ately made out by voluntary contribution, some giv- 
ing one anna, and some two, and some one rup^ ; 
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yet not a Karen in this whole region has been bap- 
tuedy except the ' young chief.' 

** On Ae 20th of November, the assistant men- 
tiioned above, came to me at Rangoon, pale and 
emaiaated from disease. I asked him how he felt 
while they were beating him ? * Prayed for them.' 
Bat were you not a little angry ? * No ; I told them 
they might beat me to death, if they wished, but 
they would not make me angry, and I should live 
again at the resurrection. When they heard this 
they Imghed, and after beating me a little, stopped.' 
Since that time he has been preaching in villages 
morfe Temote from the Burmans, afid has not been 
molested. The account he brings relative to the 
work of the Lord in those regions, surpasses every 
thing I have known in modern days among heathen 
Hation«, and if it be of God it will stand. 

" At Maubee and the surrounding villages, there 
are very many who have learned to read within the 
last year, and many who have embraced the gospel, 
and are waiting for baptism. The church stands 
firm amid storms and threatenings, oppressions and 
persecntions. 

*? At Bassein, the * young chief continues to be 
as actively engaged in doing good as ever. His 
house is a great Bethel, a temple of God, whither 
the people from the neighboring and distant villages 
resort, to learn to read, and how to worship God. 
He is the only baptized individual in that region, 
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and consequently is the only one who can bp reck- 
oned a member of the church. How many there 
are there, who would be considered proper subjects 
of baptism, it is impossible to say. The assistants 
think there are from six hundred to one thousand, 
who are decidedly Christians. Although but one 
has been baptized there, still the line of demarca- 
tion between those who serve Grod and those who 
serve him not, is distinctly drawn ; and generally, 
there exists on the part of those who reject the 
gospel, a most bitter hatred towards the Christians. 
In fact, the Karen converts fear their own country- 
men, who are *enemies to the gospel, more than 
Burman officers. Sometimes, even in famiUes, 
there exists the most deadly opposition ; and not 
only are * a man's foes they of his own household,* 
but they are often his bitterest foes. Notwithstand- 
ing, I know of several villages where the people are 
all decidedly Christian ; and although it has been 
denied by some that there are * whole villages who 
have turned to God,' yet if they will take a trip 
with me into the Karen jungles, I will show them 
several such ! It is easy to account for the rapid 
spread of the gospel in these regions. I attribute 
it, under the blessing of God, to the efficiency and 
apostolic zeal of the Karen native preachers." 

Mr. Malcom, returning from inspecting the mis- 
sion, comes in to testify to the temperance of the 
Christians, and to their gratitude to the American 
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churches ; closmg with a Karen baptismal scene. 
" The change in regard to temperance is not less 
remarkable. Unlike the Burmans, whose religion 
utterly forbids strong drink, and who scarcely ever 
use it, the Karens use it universally, and generally 
to excess : every family make arrack for themselves, 
and from oldest to youngest partake. Drunkenness, 
with all its train of horrors, is rife among them, of 
course. But no sooner do any become serious in- 
quirers, and consort with the disciples for further 
instruction, than they totally abandon the accursed 
thing. The children of the very men who were 
sots, are growing up without having tasted or seen 
it. The consequences to domestic peace and gene- 
ral welfare may be supposed. 

" When endeavors to do good fail, it is a sweet 
reward to see those we meant to benefit, grateful 
for our interference. And when good is really 
done, our pleasure is often neutralized by the pain 
of being ungratefully requited. Those, who sup- 
port our enterprise, ought to know that this people 
testify aloud their continual gratitude towards the 
Christians of this country for the knowledge of 
Christianity. They often compare their former 
degradation and misery with their present comforts 
and hopes.*— We had a church meeting, at which, 
among other business, three candidates for baptism 
were received. Some others were deferred for the 
present. The rude-looking assembly (lately so rude 
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indeed, and sa ignorant of eternal things) transacted 
their business with much order and great correct- 
ness of judgment. Now, and several times before, 
I addressed them officially, through Mr. Judson, 
examining into their degrees of religious knowledge, 
and leaving them various injunctions relating to 
both temporal and eternal things. In the afternoon, 
we met again, and, after religious exercises, walked 
in procession to the water-side, where, after singing 
and prayer, I baptized the candidates in the name 
of the Holy Three. The river was perfectly serene, 
and the shore a clean sand. One of those lofty 
mountains which I have described, rose in isolated 
majesty on the opposite shore, intercepting the rays 
of the setting sun. The water was perfectly clear, 
the air cool and fragrant, the candidates calm and 
happy. All was good. May that lonely mountain 
often, often echo with the baptismal hymn, and the 
voice of prayer. How blessed, and golden are these 
days to Burmah ! Men love to mark the glorious 
sunrise. Painters copy it; poets sing it; all de- 
rive pleasure and elevation as they gaze while it 
blazes up the heavens, turning to gorgeous purple 
every dull cloud, gilding the mountain tops, and 
chasing the mists from the valley. God seems 
present, and creation rejoices. But how much more 
glorious is the dawn I am permitted here to witness I 
All the romance which swells the bosom of the 
sentimentalist, gazing on early day, is coldness and 



KO THAH-BYU. 105 

trifling, compared to the emotions a Christian may- 
cherish, when he sees the gospel beginning to en- 
lighten a great nation. Surely we may hope such 
is the case here, and that the little light, which has 
iuTaded this empire of darkness, will issue in per- 
fect day. I see a dim twilight ; others will rejoice 
in the rising sun, and others in the meridian day. 
O Lord, come with thy great power. Inspire the 
churches to do all their duty, and prepare all peo- 
ple for thy truth." 

Finally, to express the feelings of erery Karen 
missionary, Mr. Judson comes forward exclaiming, 
with the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
" The dying words of an aged man of God, when 
he waved his withered, death-struck arm, and ex- 
claimed, * the best of all is, Ged is with zcs,^ I feel 
in my very soul. Yes, the great Invisible is in 
these Karen wilds. That mighty Being, who heap- 
ed up these craggy rocks, and reared these stupen- 
dous mountains, and poured these streams in all di- 
rections, and scattered immortal beings throughout 
these deserts. He is present, and accompanies the 
sound of the gospel, with converting, sanctifying 
power. The best of all is, God is with us." 
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The Kasehs are a people so little known, that a few his- 
torical and geographical notices concerning them may not be 
imacceptable to the reader of the preceding Memoir. The 
writer has also furnished the public with various Earen tra- 
ditions ; bat as they lie scattered in different periodicals, he 
has presumed, that a revised account of them with additions, 
would be deemed desirable and appropriate, at the close of 
the memoir of " the first Karen convert." 



STOEICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 

The Karens have well defined traditions of being compar- 
atively recent emigrants in Tavoy. They say, "The Elders 
said, we came down from the upper country. Some fled from 
punishment, and some came because they heard that it was 
a good country. At first, we came down and settled on the 
Attaran; next, we came to Yaj and finally to Tavoy." 
This tradition receives confirmation from the fact, that while 
the dialects spoken at Tavoy and Maulmain differ in many 
respects, the Karens on Balu Island, at the mouth of the 
Salwen, are said to speak "precisely the same dialect as is 
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spoken at Tavoy ;" which may be easily accounted for on 
the supposition, that the Karens on that island are descend- 
ants of the original wanderers from the upper country, who 
did not go further south. 

The testimony of tradition is equally definite as to their 
recent introduction into Siam. " The Elders said, the Karens 
have not been long in Siam. Many went thither when Mar- 
taban was destroyed, because they heard it was a good coun- 
try : some, whom the Siamese had kidnapped, were there be- 
fore, and some went when the Siamese besieged Tavoy." 
This tradition is made probable by the well established fact, 
that there are no Karens in Siam except on the western side 
of the Meinam. It is well known that there are none in Ar- 
racan, except a few that have straggled over the mountains 
into the southern province of Sandoway. 

Thus we are enabled to trace them satisfactorily to the val- 
leys of the Irrawaddy and the Salwen ; and we have equal- 
ly definite traditions that their original home was not there ; 
but whence they came to inhabit these regions is not clear. 
Tradition says, " The Karens, anciently, came from beyond 
the waters of running sand, and, having marked out Zimmay 
for themselves, returned. Afterwards, when they came to 
dwell there, they found the Shans occupying the country. 
Then the Karens cursed them, saying, *' Dwell ye in the 
dividing of countries. May Ava make war on you on one 
side, and Siam on the other." There is a hint on this subject 
in Dr. Richardson's account of the red Karens, who, he says, 
represent themselves as having come from the north west. 
Malte Brun, too, arguing from the accounts of Marco Polo, 
confirms this tradition. He concludes, " Thus the country 
of Caride is the southeast point of Thibet, and perhaps the 
country of the nation of the Cariaines ; which is spread over 
Ava." 

This view is strongly oonfinned by Mr. Kincaid, who, 
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writing wholly from original soarces of infonnation, says ; 
^ The result of all my inquiries is, that Eakhyen is only 
another name for the Karens. All these mountain tribes, 
through the whole extent of the Shyan country and still 
north into Thibet, are called Kakhyens, except in the Hukong 
valley, between Mogaung and Assam, where they are called 
Thing-ban-kakhyen. The whole mountain country between 
Mogaung and Cathay is inhabited by the same people. 
Around the Martaban gulf, and thence inland as far as the 
Snnnan population has ever extended, the mountain tribes 
are called Elarens. Between Rangoon and Toung-oo, and 
between Toung-oo and Ava, they are very numerous, as also 
l)etween Toung-oo and Monay, a Shan city, about two hun- 
dred and fifly miles east of Ava. There are some tribes 
scattered along between Burmah and the Shyan states, called 
£aren-nee, red Karens, and these extend as far east as Zim- 
may. These are less civilized than those who live in the vi- 
cinity of Burman towns. Some have erroneously considered 
them as belonging to the Shyan family. Their language and 
every thing else pertaining to them is Karen. In addition to 
this, th^ south east part of Thibet is inhabited by Kakhyens ; 
at least I have reason to believe so, as the Shans, who live in 
the most northern part of Burmah and adjoining Thibet, call 
the country, * The Kakhyen country.^ It will be seen, then, 
that these mountain tribes are scattered over a vast extent of 
coontryt and their population I make to be about five mil- 
Hums." 

Dr. Heifer testi&es strongly to the " Caucasian counte- 
nance" of the Karens ; and Captain Hanney, speaking of 
the Kakhyens, says. They ^* are remarkable among all the 
nations around them, in being wholly destitute of the Tartar 
countenance, having long faces and straight noses." Testi- 
mony so independent, and so free from all theory on the sub- 
ject, goes far to prove the identity of these tribes. 
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; Admitting that the Karens are emigrants from the borders 
c^ China and Thibet; it coald hardly be expected, that at Ta- 
Toy mach evidence of the fact would be found. Still, there 
are some things in their customs and traditions which point 
strongly that way. The nation is divided into two parties, 
which may not be improperly denominated sects : one of 
these is in the constant practice of making ofiferings to the de- 
parted spirits of their ancestors ; a custom, which could not 
well be derived from any but the Chinese. The other sect 
denounces this practice, and is careful to avoid it, as they say 
their ancestors were j which further goes to show that the 
practice has been ingrafted on their ancient customs. Again, 
Teen, the Chinese name for God, exists in Karen poetry as 
the name of a false god, which they regard as having been 
worshipped by a people with whom they were formerly in 
contact ; though they have not the most distant idea, that 
that people were the Chinese. 

One little coincidence would indicate a connexion also with 
Thibet. The names of the months in Karen are usually sig- 
nificant, each designating some circumstance or labor indica- 
tive of the season ; but the two months corresponding to 
June and July, are exceptions, being designated numerically. 
June is called the seventh month, and July the eighth month ; 
by which enumeration, the first month would be December. 
Now no people, of whom I have read, commence their year 
in December, but the Thibetians j and they also denominate 
their months numerically. In the publications of the Asiatic 
Society it is stated, ' The civil year commences difierently in 
difierent parts of Thibet, varying from December to Februa- 
ry. At Asadakh, it begins in December. The months have 
several names expressive of the seasons, &c. but they are 
usually denominated numerically, first, second, &c." 

Finally, evidence to the connection of the Karens with the 
north western tribes is furnished by their language. Of a 
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vocabalary of seventy words, published in the periodicals to 
illnstrate the language of those tribes, about fiHy, with slight 
modifications, are found in one or other of the Karen dialects. 



SCRIPTURAL TRADITIONS. 



God, Eternal, 

" Qod is unchangeable, eternal, 

He was in the beginning of the world ; 

Grod is endless and eternal. 

He existed in the beginning of the world. 

God is truly unchangeable and eternal, 

He existed in ancient time, at the beginning of the world. 

The life of God is endless ; 

A succession of worlds does not measure his existence. 

Two successions of worlds do not measure his existence. 

Gkd is perfect in every meritorious attribute. 

And dies not in succession on succession of worlds.'' 

Gody Omnipotent. 

" The Omnipotent is God, 
Him have we not believed. 
This Omnipotent one, 
We have not believed." 

God, Omniscient. 

" God created men anciently. 

He has a perfect knowledge of all things : 

Ck)d created men at the beginning. 

He knows all things to the present time.'' 
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Gody Omnipresent. 

" my children and grandchildren ! the earth is the tread- 
ing place of the feet of God, and heaven is the place where 
he sits. He sees all things, and we are manifest to him.'' 

" God is not far off. He is among us. He has only sepa- 
rated himself from us, by a single thickness of white. Chil- 
dren ! it is because men are not upright, that they do not see 
God.'' 

His countenance shin£s. 

" The face of God is said to shine continually like the rays 
of the sun ; and the wicked dare not look straight at Him." 

His glory enlightens heaven, 

" There can be no night in heaven, there can be no dark- 
ness ; for the rays of God enlighten it continually like the 
sun." 

He cannot look on iniquity, 

" On those that use obscene language, or swear, or com- 
mit fornication, or drink, or kill, the righteous One in heaven 
cannot look. Avoid wickedness, for the righteous One in 
heaven cannot look upon it." 

He created heaven, and earth, 

" God created heaven and earth. The creation of heaven 
and earth was finished." 

The sun, moon, and stars, 

" He created the sun, he created the moon, he created the 
stars. The creation of the sun, the moon and the stars was 
finished." ' ■ 
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Man, 

"He created again (creating) man. And of what did he 
create man ? He created man at first firom the earth. The 
creation of man was finished." 

WoTnaru 

"He created a woman. How did he create a woman? 
He took a rib oat of the man, and created again (creating) a 
woman. The creation of woman was finished." 

Life. 

" He created again (creating) life. How did he create 
life ? Father God said. In respect to my son and daughter, 
I love Uiem. I will give them my great life. He took a lit- 
tle piece of his life, breathed into the nostrils of the two 
persons, and they came to life, and were real human beings. 
The creation of man was finished." 

Food, quadrupeds, and birds. 

** He created again (creating) food and drink. He created 
rice, he created water, he created fire, he created cows, he 
created elephants, he created birds. The creation of animals 
was finished." 

Eden. 

"Father God said. My son and daughter, father will make 
and give you a garden. In the garden are seven diffe- 
rent kinds of trees, bearing seven different kinds of fruit ; 
among the seven, one tree is not good to eat. Eat not of its 
fruit. If you eat you will become old, you will die. Eat not. 
All I have created I give to you. Eat- and drink with care. 
Onee in seven days I will visit you. All I have commanded' 
yoo, observe and do. Forget me not. Pray to me every 
morning and night." 
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The Temptaiiaity arid Fall, 

"Afterwards Satan came and said, 'Why are you here?' 
' Our father, God, put us here,* they replied. * What do you 
eat hereV Saian inquired. 'Our father God created food 
and drink for us ; food without end.' Satan said, * Show me 
your food.' And they went, with Satan following behind 
them, to show him. On arriving at the garden, they showed 
him the fruits, saying, ' This is sweet, this is sour, this is 
bitter, this is astringent, this is savory, this is liery ; but this 
tree, we know not whether it is sour or sweet. Our father 
God said to us, ' Eat not the fruit of this tree ; if you eat, you 
will die. We eat not, and do not know whether it be sour or 
sweet.' ' Not so, my children,' Satan replied j •' the heart 
of your father God is not with you j this is the richest and 
sweetest, it is richer than the others, sweeter than the others, 
and not merely richer and sweeter, but if you eat it, you will 
possess miraculous powers ; you will be able to ascend into 
heaven, and descend into the earth ; you will be able to fly. 
The heart of your God is not with you. This desirable 
thing he has not given you. My heart is not like the heart 
of your God. He is not honest. He is envious. I am 
honest. I am not envious. I love you and tell you the 
whole. Your father God, does not love you ; he did not tell 
you the whole. If you do not believe me, do not eat it. Let 
each one eat carefully, a single fruit, then you will know.' 
The man replied, ' Our father God said to us, ' Eat not the 
fruit of this tree, and we eat it not.' Thus saying, he rose 
up and went away. But the woman listened to Satan, and 
thinking what he said rather proper, remained. Satan de- 
ceived her completely, and she said to him, < If we eat, shall 
we indeed be able to fly ?' ' My son and daughter,' Satan 
replied, ' I persuade yoii because I love you.' The woman 
tot>k one of the fruit and ate. And Satan, laughing, said, 
' My daughter, you listen to me well ; now go, give the fruit 
to your husband, and say to him, I have eaten the fruit j it 
is exceedingly rich. If he does not eat, deceive him, that he 
may eat.' The woman, doing as Satan told her, went and 
coaxed her husband, till she won him over to her own mind, 
and he took the fruit from the hand of his wife and ate. 
When he had eaten, she went to Satan, and said, *My hus- 
band has eaten the fruit.' On hearing that, he laughed ex- 
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eeedingly, and said, ' Now you have listened to me, very 
good, my son and daughter.' " 

The Curse. 

*< The day after they had eaten, early in the morning, Grod 
visited them ; but they did not (as they had been wont to do) 
follow him, singing praises. He approached them and said, 

* Why have you eaten the fruit of the tree that I commanded 
you not to eat V They did not dare to reply, and God cursed 
them. 'Now you have not observed what I commanded 
yon,' he said ; * the fruit that is not good to eat, I told you 
not to eat ; but you have not listened, and have eaten. There- 
fore jovL shall become old, you shall be sick, and you shall 
die.' " 

Origin of sacrifices to demons. 

" After this, one of their children became very sick, and 
the man and his wife said to each other. We did not observe 
God's command, * Of the fruit of the tree eat not,' but we ate. 
Now what shall we do? God has cast us off] we cannot tell 
what to do. We must go and see Satan, and ask him. They 
arose and went to him. * Satan,' they said, ' God com- 
manded us, Eat not of that fruit. Thou saidst, Eat ; and we 
hearkened to thy words, and ate. Now our child is sick, what 
wilt thou say? "What wilt thou devise?' Satan replied, 

* To your father God you did not hearken, you hearkened unto 
me ; now that you have hearkened unto me, hearken unto me 
to the end.' " 

Satan then institutes the principal sacrifices, offerings and 
ceremonies, that are practised in worshiping demons. First' 
he orders a fiog to be sacrificed ; and when that fails, a. font ; 
and after that, he prescribes the mode of fortune-telling by 
fowls* bones, with many other rites and ^remonies, the de- 
tails of which would not be interesting. 

Creation and FaU, in verse. 

'* In ancient times God created the world ; 
All things were minutely ordered by him. 
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In ancient times God created the world ; 

He has power to enlarge, and power to diminish. 

God created the world formerly j 

He can enlarge and diminish it at pleasure. 

God formed the world formerly ; 

He appointed food and drink. 

He appointed the fruit of trial ; 

He gave minute orders. 

Satan deceived two persons j 

He caused them to eat the fruit of the tree of trial. 

They obeyed not^they believed not God j 

They eat the fruit of the tree of trial, 

"When they eat the fruit of trial, 

They became subject to sickness, old age, and death. 

Had they obeyed and believed (rod, 

"We should not have been subjected to sickness j 

Had they obeyed and believed God, 

We should have prospered in our doings. 

Had they obeyed and believed him, 

We should not have been poor." 

Temptation and Fall, 

Although the Elders say, " Satan is a being of super-hu- 
man powers, able to take the form of either male or female," 
he is usually represented as a woman ; but in the following 
fragment he appears in the character of a dragon. This tra- 
dition is further remarkable for giving the names of the pro- 
genitors of the human race ; and it is worthy of observation, 
that had it been a modem composition, Adam would not have 
been Tha-nai ; nor Eve, E-u,* but A-wa, as written and 
printed by both Protestant and Catholic missionaries in Bur-r 
mah. 

" God commande Jinan anciently ; 
Satan appeared, bringing destruction. 
God commanded man formerly ; 
Satan appeared, deceiving unto death. 
The woman E-u and the man Tha-nai 



* U. pronoiui<<*d like the French a. 
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Did not meet the eye of the great dragon ; 

The woman E-n, and the man, two persons ; 

The dragon looked on them, and they did not meet his mind. 

The great dragon deceived the woman and Tha-nai ; 

How is it said to have taken place ? 

The great dragon succeeded in deception, deceiving unto 

death ; 
How is it said to have been done f 
The great dragon took a yellow firuit, 
And gave to eat to the son and daughter of God : 
The great dragon took a white fruit, 
And gave to eat to the children of God. 
They did not observe all the words of God ; 
They were deceived, deceived unto death : 
They did not observe all the commands of God ; 
They were deceived, deceived unto sickness : 
They transgressed the words of Grod, 
And Grod turned his back on them : 
Having transgressed the eonmiands of God, 
God tamed away from them.'' 

Tree of life and Tree of death. 

" O children and grandchildren ! in the beginning, Grod, to 
try man, whether he would or would not observe his com- 
mands, created the tree of death and the tree of life, sa3ring, 
concerning the tree of death, * Eat not of it.' He wished to 
see whether man believed. Not believing, he ate of the fruit 
of the tree of death, and the tree of life God hid. Because 
the tree of life has been hidden, men have died ever since 
that time." 

''Temptation, temptation, the fruit of temptation, 

The fruit of temptation fell on the ground ; 

The fruit of temptation was bad. 

It poisoned to death our mother ; * 

The fruit of temptation, * Do thou eat it not.' 

In the beginning it poisoned to death our father and mother. 

The tree of death came by woman, 

The tree of life by man." 
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The Curse. 

" O children and grandchildren ! because we did not believe 
God we have to work and sweat. Then do not be angry be- 
cause you have to work ; for it is the consequence of man's 
transgression against God at the beginning." 

Death. 

" O children and grandchildren ! because in the beginning 
man ate the fruit of the tree of death; poison descends to us 
and we all die." 

Angels. 

The Karens believe that there are beings in heaven, who 
have never sinned, and that they are employed in executing 
God's purposes. 

" The sons of heaven are powerful, 

They sit by the seat of God : 

The sons of heaven are righteous. 

They dwell together with God j 

The sons of heaven are good, 

They lean against the silver seat of God. 

The beings whom God employs to execute his purposes, 

Have, to the present time, the reclining place of God." 

Satan. 

Satan is known by several names ; among which the most 
common are Ku-]||p,w, the deceiver, from his deceiving the 
first man and woman, and Yaw-kaw, the neck-lrodden, from 
the belief that man will ultimately tread on his neck, or over- 
come him. The Karens believe that he was formerly a holy 
being in heaven, but that he disobeyed God, and was driven 
from heaven. 
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** Satan in ancient times was righteoas. 

Bat he transgressed the commands of God ; 

Satan in ancient times was holy, 

Bat he departed from the love of God ; 

And God drove him away, 

He deceived the daughter and son of God, 

And God drove yon away; 

For yon deceived the daughter and son of God." 

<<0 children and grandchildren! though we were to kill 
Satan, he would not die ; but when the time of our salvation 
comes, God will kill him. Because that time has not yet 
arrived, he still exists." 

Deluge. 

Though I have never met with any direct traditions 
of the deluge, indirect allusions are occasionally found in 
their fabulous stories. For instance; ''It thundered, tenf- 
pests followed : it rained three days and three nights, and 
the waters covered all the mountains.'' Again ; " Anciently, 
when the earth was deluged with water, two brothers, find- 
ing themselves in a difficulty, got on a raft. The waters 
rose and rose, till they reached to heaven ; when seeing a 
mango tree hanging down, the younger brother climbed up 
it and ate ; but the waters suddenly falling, left him in the 
tree." 

Dispersion of Men. 

'< O children and grandchildren ! men had at first one fa- 
ther and mother ; but because they did not love each other, 
they separated. After their separation they did not know 
each other, and their language became different ; and they 
became enemies to each other and fought." 

"The Karens were the elder brother, 
They obtained all the words of God ; 
They did not all believe the word of God, 
Ana became enemies to each other : 
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Because they disbelieved God, 

Their language divided. 

God gave them commands, 

But they did not ttelieve him ; and divisions ensued.'' 

Resurrection. 

The astronomical systems of all the nations around the 
Karens, teach, that the sun, moon, and stars revolve round 
a great north mountain, in planes parallel to the surface of 
the earth; while the Karens retain the old idea, that the 
heavenly bodies go round the earth, descending under and 
rising above it. Under the earth, they suppose, that there is 
another world, where people go at death. It is enlightened 
by the same ■ heavenly bodies as the earth ; but its days and 
nights are the reverse of ours, the sun rising there when he 
sets here. It is regarded as an intermediate state, where all 
the dead go, and where the inhabitants are employed much 
as the inhabitants of the earth, corresponding to the Jewish 
idea of Sheol. 

Connected with this subject, the Karens have an obscure 
notion of a final resurrection. One of their old prophecies 
says, 

" O children and grandchildren ! you think the earth large. 
The earth is not so large as the Entada bean ! When the 
time arrives, people will be more numerous than the leaves 
of the trees, and those who are now unseen, will then be 
brought to view. O my children, there will not be a hiding 
place for a single thing on earth." 

The Karens explain this by saying, that the earth is as 
large as a bean when compared with the whole of God's 
works. Concerning the numerous people that are to appear, 
they confess their ignorance, but think that the inhabitants of 
Hades (the invisible, or lower world,] are intended^ whom 
God will cause to come up on the earth. 
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Another statement, is, that after the ^roild is burnt up, 
God will come and raise men to life again; when "the 
lazy shall become dogs, but the industrious, men." 



SCRIPTURAL PRECEPTS. 



Love to (rod. 

" O children and grandchildren ! love God, and never so 
much as mention his name ; for, by speaking his name, he 
goes farther and farther from us.'' 

Prayer. 

** O children and grandchildren ! pray to God constantly 
by day and by night." 

RepentaTice and Prayer. 

" O children and grandchildren ! if we repent of our sins, 
and cease to do evil, restraining our passions, and pray to 
God, he will have mercy upon us again. If God does not 
have mercy on us, there is no other one that can. He who 
saves us, is the only one God." 

Idolatry. 

" O children and grandchildren ! do not worship idols or 
priests. If you worship them, you obtain no advantage 
thereby, while you increase your sins exceedingly." 

Honor to parents. 

"O children and grandchildren! respect and reverence 
your mother and father ; for, when you were small, they did 

9 



I 



122, APPENDIX. 

not suffer so much as a musquetoe to biie you. To sin 
against your parents, is a heinous crime." 

" If your father or mother instructs or beats you, fear. If 
you fear not, the tigers will not fear you." 

Love to others. 

" children and grandchildren ! do not be fond of quar- 
relling and disputings, but love each other. God in heaven 
looks down upon us ; and if we do not love each other ; it is 
the same as if we did not love God. O children and grand- 
children ! quarrel not, but love each other." 

Relative duties. 

" children and grandchildren ! parent and child, master 
and slave, husband and . wife ; let not the child deceive his 
parent, ^e slave his master, nor the wife her husband.'^ 

Associates. 

'' " O children and grandchildren ! do not associate with the 
wicked. Those that associate with robbers, become robbers ; 
those that associate with the honest, become honest ; those 
that associate with the passionate, become passionate." 

Murder. 

<^0 children and grandchildren! do not take the life of 
man. If you kill, you must bear your sin. In the next 
world, you will be killed in return." 

Wantordy killing animals. 

" O children and grandchildren ! we may eat any tiling on 
earth without sin ; for God created them all for us ; but do 
not kill or destroy any thing wantonly. If we kill or destroy 
wantonly, we sin." ^ 

Robbery. 

''0 children and grandchildren* do not forcibly take the 
property of another. Observe, my children, that robbers 
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quickly become slaves. Should yoa even be a slave, good 
remains ; but there is no calling on God in hell/' 

Theft. 

" O childxea and grandchildren ! do not steal the goods of 
another; for the owner worked for them until he sweat. 
Tliieves will have to repay." 

Adtdtery and Fornication, 

" O diildren and grandchildren ! do not commit adultery, 
or fomicationi with the child or wife of another ; for the 
rigfateons one looks down from above, and these things are 
exposed to him. Those that da thus, will go to hell." 

" If yon meet the wife of another, avoid her, and pass on 
the lower side of the road." 

Polygamy. 

" O children and grandchildren ! if you have one wife, lus^ 
not after another female or male ; for God, at the beginning, 
erealed only two : one male and one female." 

False sioearing, 

** O children and grandchildren ! that which is not true, 
swear not to, by the true One. Swear not to that which you 
do not wen know." 

Lying and Deception. 

M O children and grandchildren ! do not speak falsehood. 
What you do not know, do not speak. Liars shall have their 
tongnes cut out." 

" O children and grandchildren ! do not use deceitful lan- 
gimge, but speak the words of truth only. The righteous 
one in heaven knows every thing that is said." 

*' O children and grieuidchildren ! do not talk at random 
concerning, that which you do not know. Random talkers 
speedily become slaves." 
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Swearing. 

'< cMldren and grandchildren ! do not curse, or use im> 
precations, and do not use obscene language. If you curse, 
or use imprecations, they will return on yourselves." 

Giving alms. 

" children and grandchildren ! give food and drink to 
the poor j and, by so doing, you will obtain mercy your- 
selves." 

Doing good to aU men. 

" children and grandchildren ! according to your ability, 
relieve the distresses of all men. If you do good to others, 
you will not go unrewarded ; for others will make like re- 
turns to you." 

Idleness. 

" children and grandchildren ! while in this state here 
on earth, be not idle, but labor diligently, that you may not 
become slaves: and when persons visit you, have food and 
drink to give them." 



Covetotisness. 

" children and grandchildren ! do not envy the posses- 
sions of others. Though exceedingly abundant, covet them 
not. Work yourselves, and eat your own things." 

Intemperance. 

" O children and grandchildren ! do not be guilty of ex- 
cess in eating and drinking. Be not intemperate, but take 
that which is proper only." 
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Obedience to kings. 

" O children and grandchildren ! obey the orders of kings, 
for kings, in former times, obeyed the commands of God. 
If we do not obey them, they will kill us." 

Earthly -mindednsss. 

" O children and grandchildren ! do not covet the good 
things of this world ; for when you die, you cannot carry 
away the things that are on earth.'' 

" O cUldren and grandchildren ! do not desire to be great 
men, and possess authority. Great men sin exceedingly, 
and when tney die, go to hell." 

Anger. 

" children and grandchildren ! never get angry. If we 
are angry with others, it is the same as if we were angry 
with God. The righteous One looks down from heaven 
upon us. The person who looks on the great and small, the 
vile and the wicked, children and youth, without anger, and 
gives them food and drink, he shall be established unchange- 
ably." 

On Forbearance and Humility. 

" O children and grandchildren ! though a person perse- 
cute you with deceit, anger and revenge, though he strike 
you, thump you, beat you, do not return him evil. If you 
return evil, you derive no advantage thereby. Then with 
the heart forbear, and speak to him respectful words ; by 
doing thus, you will not go unrewarded." 

" The man, who without anger endures all with humility, 
shall be established unchangeably, for by doing thus, the ad- 
vantages of meritorious qualities are his." 

Circulating evil reports. 

<'0 children and grandchildren! transgressions in the 
house do not carry into the woods; transgressions in the 
woods do not bring into the house." 
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Love to enemies. 



' "0 children and grandchildren! if a person injures you, 
let him do what he wishes, and bear all the sufferings he 
brings upon you with humility. If an enemy persecute you, 
love him with the heart. On account of our having sinned 
against God from the beginning, we ought to suffer." 

How to act when one cheek is struck. 

'•' O children and grandchildren ! if a person strike you on 
the face, he doesinot strike you on the face; he only strikes 
on the floor. Therefore, if a person strike you on one cheek, 
give him the other to strike." 

When spit on, 

*^ O children and grandchildren! if a person spits in your 
face, do not spit in his face in return. He only spits in the 
air." 

The two Roads. 

'^0 children and grandchildren! the road that leads to 
heaven, is a track scarcely discernible, but the road that goes 
to hell is very great." 

Retoards and Punishments. 

" Grood persons, the good, 

Shall go to heaven : 

Righteous persons, the righteous, 

Shall arrive at heaven. 

Unrighteous persons, the unrighteous, 

At death go to hell : 

Wicked persons, the bad, 

Shall fall into the fire of hell : 

Wicked persons, the wicked, 

Shall fall into the deepest hell." 
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NATIONAL TRADITIONS. 



A people beloved of God. 

" O children and grandchildren ! formerly God loved fhe 
Karen nation above all others, but they transgressed his com- 
mands, and in consequence of their transgressions we suffer 
as at present. Because Crod cursed us, we are in our present 
afflicted state, and have no books. But God will again have 
mercy on us, and again he will love us above others. God 
will yei save us again ; it is on account of our listening to 
the kmguage of Satan, that we thus suffer." 

Tke Word of God. 

In one of their old war songs, the Sgau Karens boast in 
possessing the word of God. 

" Though thou sayest the Fghos are insigni-ficant. 
Thou must pay a fine for killing them. — 
The Sgaus nave the word of Jehovah .- 
They will pay no fine for the life of a Fgho." 

Depcn'ture of God. 

Many of the Karen traditions both in prose and verse al- 
lude to the departure of God, but to what event reference is 
had, it is difficult to say ; for all the accounts are evidently 
fabulous in their details. For instance, ^* The Elders said, 
that God returning anciently said to the Karens, 'Karen, 
guide me.' The Karens replied, ' The weeds are very thick, 
we cannot guide thee j' and God said, ' May you pull up 
weeds generation after generation.' Coming to the Bnrmans, 
he said, * Burman, guide me.' The Burmans replied, * we 



Igg APPENDIX. 

are hewing out a canoe, we cannot guide thee -y and Grod 
said, * May you hew out canoes generation after generation.' 
So said one after another in succession till he came to the 
white foreigners, the youngest brother, to whom he said, 
' White foreigner, guide me.' The white foreigner replifed, 
' I have no ship, no boat, I cannot guide the j but I wish to 
guide thee.' Then God made him take oS his hat and put it 
in the sea, and it became a large gcdden ship ; in which they 
conducted God away to the west. When they arrived, God 
blessed them, saying, ' May you ride in ships and boats : 
May you cross waters and reach lands : may you dress in 
fine clothes : may you be handsome : inay you have rulers 
from among yourselves : may you have large towns and 
great cities.' Then God went up to heaven, and. the white 
foreigners returned. Hence it is, that the white foreigners 
are more skilful than all other nations, and ride in ships to 
the present time." 

Some poetical pieces represent God as calling upon the sun, 
moon, and all created beings, to come and weep at his de- 
parture ; as in the following fragment. 

" God about to return commanded, commanded, 
God about to depart commanded, commanded ; 
He commanded the sun to come and weep for him. 
He commanded the moon to come and weep for him, 
He commanded the birds to come and weep for him, 
He commanded the squirrels to come and weep for him." 

Return of God. 

The return of God is confidently expected ; and the dead 
trees are represented as blossoming on his arrival. 

<' At the appointed season, God will come ; 

The dead trees will blossom and flower : 

When the appointed season comes, (xod will arrive ; 

The mouldenng trees will blossom and bloom again : 
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God will come and bring the great Thau-thee •* 

We must worship, both great and small. 

The great Thau-thee, God created j 

Let us ascend and worship. 

There is a great mountain in the ford, 

Can you ascend and worship God ? 

Three is a great mountain in the way, 

Are you able to ascend and worship God ? 

You call yourselves the sons of Goid, 

How many evenings have you ascended to worship God ? 

You call yourselves the children of God, 

How oflen have you ascended to worship God ?" 

Sometimes he is represented as coming with a trumpet. 

" God comes down, comes down ; 

God descends, descends : 

He comes blowing a trumpet. 

He descends sounding a trumpet ; 
Blowing, he gathers men, like the flowers of the Areca,t 
Sounding, he gathers people, like the flowers of the Areca." 

Sometimes angels in glory would seem to accompany him, 
while the great among the people play on golden harps. 

" The glittering, the angels of heaven, 
The dazzling, the angels of heaven : 
The great trumpet that God comes blowing ! 
The great ocTe that strikes the golden harp." 

In one fragment God is represented as coming in rags. 

'^ O children and grandchildren ! before God comes, Satan 
will come deceiving men ; and in order to deceive, he will 
come dressed in fine clothes and handsome attire ; but follow 
him nor, children and grandchildren ! After Satan, will 
come one with scarcely clothes enough to cover him. Fol- 
low him. That one is G^d. When God comes, he will take 
the appearance of the poorest of men j and will dress in 
rags. Follow him." 

* A mountain so called, which is to be the seat of fatnre happi- 
ness, according to some statements, 
t The flowers grow thick and are very nnmcrons* 
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Sometimes God; it is said, is to save them by his youngest 
' son. 

"O children and grandchildren! God will yet save us 
again. He has saved us twice, and his youngest son will be 
able to save us again/' 

Appearance of Satan. 

Some statements represent Satan as coming to deceive men 
before God returns. The elders said, 

" children and grandchildren ! before God arrives, Satan 
will appear, and the unrighteous, and the lascivious, and 
adulterers, and deceivers, and the contentious will follow 
him ; and when they have all gone after him, there will be 
happiness, and God will come." 

Darkness to come. 

A Karen assistant after reading the account of the plagues 
in Egypt, related the following. " The Elders said, there will 
yet be a great darkness. The darkness will be such that 
men will not be able to see each other, and they will be com- 
pelled to creep and feel. At that time the fagots will become 
serpents; and the bamboos snakes; and people will feel 
here, and they will lay their hands on a serpent ; and there, 
and they will lay their hands on a snake." 

In the following fragment God is represented as purifying 
men. 

*^ When the generation arrives and the time comes, 

When the age arrives and the time cpmes j 

Woman will take two husbands, 

Man will take two wives. 

It will not please God, 

God will strike and the earth will quake : 

When God shall purify the earth, 

He will purify, thee and me and all." 
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King. 

Many of their compositions represent them as expecting 
great temporal prosperity under their own kings. 



II 



O children and grandchildren ! the Karens will yet dwell 
in the city with the golden palace. If we do well, the exist- 
ence of other kings is at an end. The Karen king will yet 
appear^ and when he arrives; there will be happiness.'' 

For this they have been in the habit of praying. The fol- 
lowing are specimens of their prayers. 

'' Lord, we have had affliction for a long succession of 
generations ; have compassion, ha^e mercy upon us, Lord. 
The Taling kings have had their season, the Burman kings 
have had their season, the Siamese kings have had their sea- 
son, and the foreign kings, all have had their season: the 
Karen nation remains. Let our king arrive, Lord. Thou, 
O Lord, whom we adore, to whom we sing praises, let us 
dwell within the great town, the high city, the golden palace. 
Give to us, have compassion upon us, Lord." 

" O Lord, the God whom we adore, have compassion, have 
mercy upon us. Let us have kings, and let the city, the 
town, the great town, the silver city, the new town, the new 
city, the palace, the royal residence arrive to us all, Lord. 
Have compassion, and grant unto us, great God." 

Sometimes they represent themselves metaphorically as 
becoming civilized, while other nations become barbarous. 

" The Elders said. Children and grandchildren ! the high 
mountain will be leveled ; and the plain will become a sink. 
The deer will ascend the mountains, and the wild goat will 
descend to the plains." 

" The great mountain will become a plain, 
Children be happy and play : 
The great mountain will be leveled, 
Children be joyful and play." 
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Some compositions represent the Karen king as the sole 
monarch of the earth, and that there will be neither rich nor 
poor in his reign, but that all will be happy. 

" Good persons, the good, 

Shall go to the silver town, the silver city j 

Righteous persons, the righteous. 

Shall go to the new town, the new city ; 

Persons that believe their father and mother. 

Shall enjoy the golden palace. 

When the Karen king arrives. 

There will be only one monarch j 

When the Karen king comes, 

There will be neither rich nor poor ; 

When the Karen king shall arrive. 

There will be neither rich man nor poor ; 

When the Karen king shall come, 

Rich and poor will not exist." 

They believe when the Karen king comes, the beasts wil 
be at peace, and cease to bite and devour one another. 

"When the Karen king arrives, 

Every thing will be happy ; 

When the Karen king arrives. 

The beasts will be happy ; 

When Karens have a king. 

Lions and leopards will lose their savageness." 



FUNERAL RITES. 



Death is a fearful event to a Karen. Whenever the death 
of an individual is announced, the man drops his axe, the 
woman her shuttle, and the child his toy, not to be resumed 
again that day ; and the unfinished work, never. The house. 
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or canoe, or other article, on which the man was at work 
when the intelligence reached him, is abandoned to the beasts 
of the forest ; and the labors of the loom are given to the 
worms, as articles more deadly than the tunic of Nessus.* 
The corpse is bandaged up in cloths, or mats, shortly after the 
person has expired, so that no part is visible, and then the 
spiiits of deceased relatives are called to visit the person 
who has just died, and guide him to Hades. Rice is next 
poured down at the head and feet of the corpse, and a basket, 
such as a £aren carries on his back, with an axe, a knife, a 
bag, a cooking pot, and a drinking cup, are placed by its side, 
while one exclaims, '< O dead ! eat as in thy state of con- 
scioosness on earth ; eat, fear not, be not ashamed.^' As the 
neighbors and Mends arrive at the house, each one expresses 
his grief in expressions like the following : Alas ! what is 
thisi Now I am afflicted indeed. Alas ! alas ! formerly thou 
conversedst happily with me. Alas ! what shall I do ! O 
Lord, take this my friend, and suffer him not to go where he 
will be subjected to suffering." 

If the visiter comes from a distance, food is brought out, 
and before he eats, addressing the corpse, he says, " de- 
ceased ! eat and drink ; eat and drink as in thy state of con- 
sciousness formerly." After the company has assembled, 
they commence a musical chant typifying life : Thus — 

ONE PERSON. WHOLE COMPANY. 

"What is the matter?" "Ascending the trunk." 



"What is the matter?" "Ascending the branch." 

"What is the matter?" "Taking the fruit." 

'•'What is the matter?" "Descending the branch." 

"What is the matter?" "Descending the trunk." 

"What is the matter?" "Depositing the fruit." 

^^ ^ , , " Pitying the dead exceedingly, 

General chorus, ^jj^^^^j^ 'J^ ^^^^ j^^^ „p again." 

* In ancioit mythology, Neuxu wa» the name of a cenunr. 
w|ioM tinle prored the occasion of death to Herrolfy.— E. 
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This is repeated, or supposed to be repeated, in several dif- 
ferent languages which no one understands, but which have 
been represented to me as in part from an old language, and 
in part ftom the Kyen language. 

The people next engage at " tiger and fowl," a game re- 
sembling drafts, intended to prefigure the struggle of man- 
i:ind with evil spirits. After this is over, the company rises, 
and, marching slowly round the corpse, sings j 

" One house post, a pillar red, 
Two house posts, a pillar red : 
Stamping round a smooth path. 
Beating round a smooth path. 
Catch a red cock of Hades ; 
He will crow at night and show the mom easily. 

Chorus. 

deceased, deceased ! art thou dead, hast thou departed? 
We speak, we- cail, but be cannot reply. 

One house post, a pillar white> 
Twx) house posts, a pillar white : 
Stamping round to the starting point. 
Beating round to the starting point! 
Catch a white cock of Hades ; 
He will crow at night and show the mom easily. 

Chorus. 

deceased, deceased! art thou dead, hast thou departed? 
We speak, we call, but he cannot reply." 

When evening comes, lights that bum for a short time 
only, ar6 placed near the head and feet of the corpse, to rep- 
resent the evening and morning stars, which in their legend- 
ary lore, are lights showing departed spirits the way to 
Hades : and believing, as they do, that that world is antipo- 
dal to this, they say to the corpse, " the foot of the tree is there," 
pointing to the summit of a tree ; *' the tops of the trees are 
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there," pointing to the roots j " the west is theie," pointing 
to the east ; and " the east is there," pointing to the west. 
At the close of this address, the people commence singing the 
following lines ; 

" The light at the head of the corpse is red, red, 
The light at the foot of the corpse is red, red. 
He goes with a torch, the morning star, 
He goes with a light, the morning star." 

Hot water is next poured out near the head and feet of the 
corpse, which closes all the regular ceremonies till the burn- 
ing of the body, which may occur next morning, or be delay- 
ed a day or two. 

The interval is occupied with drinking and singing, slowly 
marching round the corpse. The compositions that are sung, 
often partake of a dramatic character, and the dialogue is 
sung by men and women alternately ; and are usually but ill 
adapted to the solemnities of the occasion. Love and war 
are the most prominent subjects ^ The following are offered 
as specimens. 

The Deadly Feud, 

Lututu killed Likoku*s wife with a spear ; 
Likoku's wife he went and stabbed with a spear j 
Likoku resolved to fight him, 
Likoku resolved to attack him. 

Thy slaves are how many? how many? 

Thy people are how many ? how many ? 
My slaves come to the number of five hundred ; 
My people come to the number of five hundred : 
They come in ranks from all parts, 
They come in ranks from every quarter. 

Who is the leading champion ? 

Who is the foremost champion ? 
The champion is Saule's son ; 
The foremost man is Saule's son. 

Where dp the spears meet ? where ? 

Where are the arrows shot ? where ? 
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The spears meet at Elekhoda, 

The arrows are shot at Klekhoda. 

Thou saidst, though the arrows hit they injure not j 

Thou saidst^ though the spears pierce they hurt not. 

The arrows have hit and slain thee outright ; 

The spears have pierced and slain thee outright. 

They weave thy bier, they carry thee j 

They weave thy bier, they bear thee. 

They have borne thee over the gravelly plain ; 

They have borne thee past the gravel plain. 

Thy house comes in sight to-day ; 

Thy house is in sight to-day : 

Thy house comes in sight, thy children know ; 

Thy house is in sight, thy wife knows : 

At once thy children wail for thee, 

Thy bearers tread the steps to thy house j 

At once tliy wife is wailing for thee, 

Thy bearers tread the ladder of thy house. 

They have reached the middle of the hall, 

They have reached the centre of the hall. 

Where shall be performed thy funeral rite ? 

Where shall be performed thy mourning rite ? 

Perform them in the great hall, 

Mourn for me in the great hall. 
How many klos''*' shall be hung around? 
How many klos shall be hung in the hall ? 

Hang up five hundred and ten, 

Hang around live hundred and ten." 

The Lovers, 

Woman, 

" Formerly one heart. 

But now divided : 

Formerly of one mind. 

Divided now into two. 

The brinjalf wild is of a handsome yellow, 

The wild brinjal is of a beautiful yellow. 

May thy wife be white as a flake of cotton, 

* A musical instrument of metal, that is played on by beating. 
t The young man is meant to be indicated by the brii^al. 
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Working like the rapid thunder : 

The brinjal wild is yellow and handsome, 

The wild brinjal is yellow and beantiflil : 

May thy wife be white as the opei^ing cotton pod, 

Working like the running thunder. 

Man. 

Thou hittest my heart, thou pleasest me { 

Thou touchest mv heart, I am pleased with thee. 

Eut thy mother does not love me, 

Thy father does not love me. 

Listen to my words, 

Then stone and water will give light like sand«* 

Womatu 

I conversed with thee under the eaves, 
I talked with thee under the eaves. 
Our bracelets we put off and exchanged, 
Our bangles we put off and exchanged. 

Man, 

The country of Sere, of Sere, 
The land of Sere, of Sere j 
It is famed for the frogs that are there, 
It is famed for the fish that are there. 
The hornbills ascend high in the sky, 
And fly away two abreast." 

In the morning, when the body is burned, a bone is taken 
from the ashes and preserved with great care till a con- 
venient time for assembling a large concourse of people. 
Booths are then built on the bank of some stream, a feast 
made, and the ceremonies renewed around the bone, which 
have been described above as performed around the body. 
On the evening of the day that the bone is buried, the friends 

* The Karens ■ometimes pray, "May my heart be white as 
4itoBe «ad light as sand; pore as water and light as' ■and.*' ' 

10 
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of the deceased assemble atmutd t^ iMn^ ttid Bing H partic- 
ular dirge, of which the followiiif is a part : 

The Queen n^ ^ fot^ 
Clear the road well, 
The Queen will go forth again. 
The seven great roads, 
Go the mSi&d^imA'^ 

xtKB MSv^n gTCtftl pSnUS, 

Go the middle path. 

Mother brought up htt dtoig^ttf, 

Mukha* has seized her ; 

M«ith«r brMiglit XSf hdt Bdby 

Mnkha has got him. 

Black-backed Mnkha 

Leaped down from behind the partition; 

Black- wifi^ Mlnktua 

Leaped down from about the p«ttiiifO&. 

The great hall 4«s(Mids gradually, 

A short ^ost reimains ^m ^ 

The great hall descends slowly, 

A beam remains firm. 

We do not love to die, 

Thus we are made nsalwe ^ 

We do not love to depaxt, 

Wc are driteiLT&iiiSfttik|^. 

The flat-biUed dodt.i; 

The dead goes With him ; 

The flat-nosed duck, 

The dead returns with him. 

Tie up the cord of seven sthn^si): 

That the dead may arrive at his grave ; 

Tie up the cord of seven Strings, 

Hieifead a«iv«s to*day." 

* An ^11 isimit, tliKt IB sappoteA to ieffoe and UH persmtt ^vlm be- 
<iott^ oMMxiMkK^hMl. 

t fhte litld dnek * <u pyw d to g9 tfadfcAom t<i^ and tttm HadM. 

t Between the place where the flineral ceremonies are performed 
and the grave, atrings are tied acroaa the streams, a bridge for the de- 
parted spirit. 
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At the dose of the ceremonies around the bone, a bmigle* 
is hong up, and a cc^ of noe plaoed «nder it. The departed 
spirit is then called ; for it is supposed to be hovering around, 
tiH tite funeral Tites are completed^ When the spirit answers 
(he cafly the string tremUeSi the bang^ turns round, and the 
string eoaps in two as if by iniracle^ If naanswer is letiini* 
ed, Ae spirit is gone to< hell. When he signifies &at he is 
present, he has guided to the grave yard, which is always one 
of the best ^pots in, the neighborhood. Here the bone is 
bused, and money with other articles throim oalfae gntve. 
Should asy one take the money that is left en a grave, he 
woiild become childless, and his family extinct, which is a 
sufficient terror to a Karen to keep him honest. Afkr buiy- 
xng the bone, the spirit is addressed, as foUows^: <' Now thoa 
mayest go to thy land, thy country, diy Mngdom. When 
thou arrivest, do not forget us.. We shall come Jko thee. G« 
notto hell, go to the abodes of hhss. As to this silvo^ if 
diou-art taken by force, buy thyself witi it. Go. fiere is 
thy small house ; thy great house is on the river Nandokwa.! 
Go." 

The Karens suppose tiiat these eeremonies are of a com- 
paratively recent origin, and say that ihey formerly buried 
their dead. Burning the body and singing around the bone 
W€re£rst introduced, as lome of their traditkms say, bf tm 
individual of the name of Mautau, to whom many of the 
aongs ace attributed. Others charge the whole on Satan him-^ 
adf ; to which I see no special objection, iar ibiear fmipimii 
are t»mplete scenes of bacchanalian revelry, in which Ae 
^irit -of .Satan most certainly presides. The mast detailed 
aoeonnt of the origin of these rites, is iu a traditum thaet Jfir^ 
Wade ol^tained from a TVfaHknain Kafen, and i^as fottows : 



* Aa wmiiit woni U fnfim, i^mni iim 

1 Skteis«Tivereilh£r JnlIadM4voa its%onkzB. 
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Origin of the funeral rites, 

" Afterwards the man and his wife died. Of the children 
that they left behind them, some became sick and died, others 
became sick and recovered, and others died of age. When a 
thousand years were completed, God looked down and had 
mercy on them again, and came to them. He said, < Yonr 
parents at the beginning I commanded, but they did not listen 
to my words -. they listened to Satan, and ate the fruit of the 
tree of temptation. The^ became sick, and old, and died ; as 
in like manner have their descendants unto yon. Now I have 
looked down and I pity you. I will save you, will you obey my 
words ? If you will listen to me, I will save you.' God having 
spoken thus, men consented, and said, * Father God ; our 
parents anciently did not listen to thy words : we observe them . 
They listened to the words of Satan, and ate the fruit of the 
tree of temptation. Death and old age came upon them, and 
these things have descended to their children, even unto us. 
Have mercy upon us, and save us. We are exceedingly 
glad.' God repued, * If you will obey my words I will help 
jrou J but if you do not obey, you will suffer and die.' Hav- 
ing said thus, God proceeded to direct them as follows : 
* When any one dies, oind him up in seven thicknesses of 
wild plantain leaves, and go place him in the road. As soon 
as seven days are fulfilled, he will come to life again.' Hav- 
ing said thus, God departed. Ti^o or three days afterwards, 
a man died. As God had directed, they bound him up and 
placed him in the road ; and, as God said, when seven days 
were completed he came to life again. For a hundred years 
they observed the word of God, and were happy. 

*^ After a hundred years had passed away, Satan was born, 
and at fifteen years of age he began to ruin man again. He 
said, * Children and grandchildren, doing this way is not the 
way to be happy : I will show you how to obtain pleasure.' 
Having said thus, he rose up eind killed his father. Having 
killed his father, he took the body, placed it in the hall, and 
called his uncles and aunts, his brothers and sisters, and all 
his other relatives. His relatives having assembled together, 
he adorned the young men and maidens with new garments, 
and caused them to walk around the corpse of his father and 
sing. Addressing his relatives, he said, < Let some weep, let 
some laugh, and let some sing. In this way we shall have 
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real pleasure. No body listened to him, except his relations • 
they did as he told them, but the worshipers of Grod would 
not obey him.' Satan after devising within himself the 
course to be pursued, directed his relatives to make handsome 
clothes, showing them how to dye various colors, and how 
to ornament their garments. His relations having adorned 
themselves with new clothes, in striped and variegated gar- 
ments, he caused them to go out and sing. 

*' The children of those that worshiped God came to see. 
Satan at the funeral feast saw them, and induced them to 
dress themselves in new garments and sing. They went 
away and called their relations to come and do likewise, say- 
ing, ' Brethren ! as to what Satan is doing, we went to see, 
and found it very pleasant.' ' What does he do V was the in- 
quiry. They replied, 'What he does we cannot tell you ; 
you must go and see with your own eyes.' < If we go,' was 
asked again, 'shall we like it?' 'Like it!' they replied, 
' you will like it exceedingly ; and more than like it, for if 
you go to him, he will give you new garments, and cause 
you to walk and sing.' After conversing in this manner 
they all went to Satan, who as soon as he saw them, laughed 
and said, ' There was no pleasure in doing as your parents 
taught you. I will teach you how to obtain pleasure. Cro, sin^.' 
< Why, Satan,' they replied, ' we do not know how.' ' I will 
show you,' he continued ; and he dressed them in handsome 
clothes, and taught them how to sing funeral songs. They 
then said to others, ' Brethren, what Satan has taught us is 
very pleasant ;' and in this way, whenever any of Satan's 
relatives died, they assembled at the funeral. 

" After a long time, their parents all died off, and they had 
not learned the customs connected with praying to and wor- 
shiping God; they had learned only^ the customs that 
Satan had taught them, so that when any one died they 
knew not what to do, but went to Satan and asked him. 
He came and taught them as above, and charged them, say- 
ing, ' Teach your children and grandchildren to do them ; 
when I have gone and taught all nations, I shall be hidden. 
All I have taught you, my children, observe and do.' Sa- 
ian, having charged them thus, died, and the £aren nation 
have observed his commands from generation to generation 
ilhto the present time." 
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DEMONOLOGY. 



We five in two worlds ^ the visible world which we ap- 
pr^ead by means of oar senses, and the invisible world, 
ef whkh we have no faculties to take cognizance, and (^ 
ti^ch we know nothing more than revelation teachers. 
From that it appears, '< the angel of the Lord,'' unseen, 
** eneampetk round about those that fear him ;" and that 
miHistenng spirits, unrecognized, are ministering to the 
heirs of salvation. 

Now a Kaoren has so far a knowledge of truth, that he has 
s distinct belief in the existence of these two worlds. The 
first, or visible one he calls the outer,- and the second, or 
invisible one, the inner. This spiritual world, however, 
brings mo consolation to hia heart, for his imagination peo- 
ples it, not with angels watching over him for good, but with 
demons that are ever devising evil, and seeking his destruc- 
tion. Besides beings that he regards as of the nature of Sa- 
tan, he believes that every country and sea, every mountain 
and stream, every large tree and great rock, has its guardian 
spirit ; and to propitiate these beings, he makes sacrifices and 
pcesents ofiering?. A fun account of these superstitions 
woold fiiH a small volume. One specimen must serve in 
this place. 

When about to sacrifice to the Barth, a small house> two 
Off tbree feet high, is built, and a fowl or two sacrificed by 
cutting off their heads, the blood and feathers of which are 
daubed on the posts of the house. The fowls are next cook- 
ed, and then presented with the following prayer : 

" Lord of the Earth, 
l4ord of the mud, 
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Lord of the water, 

Lord of the land, 

Lord of the moantains, 

Lord of the hills. 

Lord of the sun, 

Lord of the moon, 

Lord of the trees, 

Lord of the bamboos, 

Lord of the great mountain. 

Lord of the middle woonUun, 

Come, come. 

I will sacrifice for you to eat, 

Birds that are savory. 

Fowls that are fat : 

Fowls, both cock and hen. 

We that dwell 

By one stream of water, 

On one district of land, 

With our people, our dependants, 

Both great and small ; 

May our skin be cool, 

May oar tlesh he eomibrtabk. 

Lord, put forth your bands, 

Put forth your feet j 

I will wash your hands, 

I will wash your feet : 

Eat rice, 

prink water, Lord." 

When a Karen sets fire to the fallen trees and dry brash- 
wood that cover the field which he has cleared, he addresses 
it as follows : 

" Arise, field of lagots ! 

Arise, arise! 

Arise, comb thy head ! 

Arise, wash thy face I 

Arise, devour the eleaver clearing ! 

Arise, devour the axe clearing ! 

Arise, devour the massy rocks ! 

Arise, devour the abrupt jprecipiees ! 

Arise, devour the moiintains I 

Arise, devour the hills ! 
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Arise, devour the central mountain ! 
Arise, devour the central hill ! 
Arise, field of fagots! 
Arise, arise !"♦ 



PROPHETS. 



Power to see into the world of spirits is occasionally im- 
parted. When Elisha's servant was filled with fear for 
the safety of himself and his master, Elisha prayed, ** Lord^ 
I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord 
opened the eyes of the young man ; and he saw, and, behold, 
the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round 
about Elisha." So Stephen, filled with the Holy Ghost, saw 
the heavens opened, and "the glory of Grod, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of Grod." The Karens also be- 
lieve, that this power of seeing into the invisible world is 
possessed by prophets, a degenerate race of whom are still 
supposed to exist among them. " There are two classes of 
prophets,*' say the Elders ; " the one holds communication 
with demons ; the other, with Grod.'^ And afler adding that 
the good prophets are not now sent unto them, on account of 
their disobedience, they say, "Grod would have given us 
one for each generation, but because we did not obey, proph- 
ets abound, and they are unrighteous." These existing 
prophets confine themselves to directing what offerings shall 

* The two extracts given above, though not poetry, that it, the 
lines having neither rhyme nor measure, are yet, like many other Ka- 
ren compositions, a poetical prose, which can be best represented by 
iMing written in parallel couplets. 
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be made to appease the demons, that are supposed to pro^ 
dnoe sickness; and they are constantly consulted for this 
parpose. They pretend to hold a conversation with unseen 
spiritSy when apj^caiions are made to them for information, 
and according to the response of the << familiar spirit," they 
decide. 

There is another class of persons, called fiakhos, who are 
more directly connected with the worship of God, and who 
often imite the character of extraordinary religions teacher 
with that of prophet. These Bukhos usually, if not uniformly, 
condemn the practice of making offerings to demons ; and 
represent to the people, that God is, in some way or other, 
about to wppear for their salvation. 

A distinguished one, who lives about ten days' journey up 
the Yun-za-len, a tributary of the Salwen, that rises near 
Tonng-u, is mentioned by Mr. Judson, in his journal of May, 
1832, as <<an extraordinary 'young man of twenty, who, 
while he pretends to hold communication with the invisible 
world, professes also to be desirous of finding the true God, 
and becoming acquainted with the true religion. Our people 
remained with him three days ; during which time, they were 
surrounded with a crowd of his followers, and were obliged 
to preach day and night.'' 

I visited this prophet in the year 1837, and found him, like 
many others, with whom I have met in my travels, without 
any settled principles, unless a heterogeneous mixture of old 
Karen traditions and fioodhism can be called such. His 
leading object, as with most of his class, seemed to be, to give 
himself importance, and acquire an influence over the peo- 
ple. In this, he appears to have succeeded tolerably well, 
for at the last dates he had successfully headed a revolt of the 
Karens against the Burmans, and compelled a detachment of 
their soldiers, that was sent against him, to retire. 

One of the most extraordinary of these men^ is the one 
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that barongbt the Book of Commcm Tn^yes to Mf. Boardcaaa, 
The ibUowing notices of him were furnished by Sau Qaiik<4ft« 
^< He commanded the people of Mergui and Tavoy, sa^jFii^ 
' Gone and worship with me. Happiness will cetarEy \m\ 
those who negleci worship^, when happiness arrires^ wiH ael 
be allowed to participate in it/ Great numbers, old miA 
young, male and female, came from every dixee|io»y and 
worshiped with drams, and gangs, and singing of every de- 
seripUon. He made himself a great maa, and eompelM 
othefs to pfostrate themselves before him^ He had men go 
beibre and behind him with swords and spears : while others 
beat drums and struck the cjFmbals. In the xayats whcaetho 
people worshiped, he had two divisions made, one for the 
women and another for the men ; and there he taught them 
to sing and pray to God. The peojde made him offerings of 
white doth, and sil?rer in considerable quantities^ and he 
would take the latter and throw it into the streams, sayiog, 

' The flowered silver, the ingots of silver will flee, 
The white silver, the round silver I see.' 

<< This he called making an end of ]^rman silver. The 
people,^ however, continued to bring him money, notwith^ 
standing he threw it away in the manner he did. In later 
years he came and worshiped at Shenmouktee,""^ near Ta- 
voy. There, the Karens of Mergui and Tavoy assembled 
with him in great numbers. They walked around the image 
nig^t and day, and worshiped, standing, and worshiped sit* 
ting, and worshiped lying down. This was the way,, he 
said, to bring the worship of the image to an end. The Bar« 
man officers, intending to massacre the Karens, went to the 
governor of Tavoy and said, * In the day there is not a single 
Karen to be seen; but when night comes, they cover the 

* A Tillage Bix or eiglit mileci south of Tavoy, where there it « fli- 
mous image of Gaudama. 
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whole plam. Give us permissLoa> and we will gp aad kitt 
them, lest they rebel. The governor replied, * Fear not, the 
Elarens can never succeed in rebellion f let them alone.' Not 
long afterwards, however, one of the Karens themselves went 
and informed against him to the governor, saying, ' He is. 
endeavoring to bring thee, and the king at Ava, into contempt ; 
and he prays, that the white foreigners may come and take 
the city.' Then the governor called him and, taking away 
his sword and spear, threw him into prison. Here he obtain- 
ed two books. Sometimes he said, that a white foreigner 
gave them to him ; and sometimes, that a foreign priest gave 
them to him; and sometimes, that Grod gave them to him; 
and sometimes, that he received them from an inhabitant oi 
heaveri.* They were written in Karen, he said, and he pros- 
trated himself before the books morning and evening;^ and 
made the Karens do so likewise, telling them, that, when 
the time arrived, they would be able to read them, but that 
the time was not yet come. The governor took away one of 
his books, and the other was the book of Common Prayer, 
which he subsequently brought to Mr. Boardman. He was set 
at liberty through the intercession of a Karen chief; and he 
afterwards went down to Palaw, where we heard he wa.s flog- 
ged, and one of his disciples fined a hundred rupees, and 
narrowly escaped with his life. The following couplets are 
specimens of the compositions, that he taught the people to 
sing at worship : 

" This worship is excellent worship, 

The worship that the great God appointed ; 

This worship is pure worship, 

The worship that the great God gave us. 

Ascend ana worship on the mountain vale of Maurai,f 

* I have beard two or three diametrically opposite atafementa from 
his own lips. 

t This is the name he gave to the aayat where he worshiped,' but 
why, no one can tell. 
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The monntain vale of Maorai is the place where God re- 
clines. 
Ascend and worship on Maurai. 
The moantain vale of Maurai is the seat of Grod. 
The wicked, those that are wicked, 
Shall fall among the Fetid Cassia •* 
The good, those that are good, 
Shall ascend the smooth bamhoo. 
Clear away the wild Egg-plant,t 
Build our city of peace. 
Boot up the wild Egg-plant, 
Rebuild our old city. 

He has come, he has come, God has come ; 
Bring offerings, bring offerings of early rice. 
He comes, he comes, God comes ; 
Bring offerings, bring offerings of white boiled rice. 
The golden ship has arrived, has arrived, 
It has arrived with our younger brother. 
The worship that God appointed. 
The great worship, has reached the £arens. 
O the thinking of the great worship ! 
Lo ! it expels sleep. 

the thinking of the origin of the worship ! 
Lo ! no more sleep can be obtained.'' 



ROMANCE OF MISSIONS. 



In Christian lands, there is a halo of romance sometimes 
thrown around the mission enterprise, which the realities of 
life often dissipate; but still oftener, scenes of surpassing in- 
terest are witnessed on missionary ground, whose bright 
colors are never seen at home. 

* The Cassia tora of Linnsus, a common weed in Tavoy. 
t A species of Solanum that grows wild in great abundance, but 
more especially on ruins and old walls. 
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Tkm kuftofj of the introduction of Chiistianity among the 
Karens is^ peihape, too fall of " truth stranger than fiction," 
to be believed by those who have not been actors in the 
■eenes, themselves. Take Mergoi for a single instance. Mr. 
and Mis. Wade were the first to visit the Karen villages of 
Xergai with the gospel, and a more interesting reception 
than was given them, it were difficult to find on record. They 
were led by an intelligent chief, now a pillar in the chnrch, 
and were met on their arrival by *< several young women 
whom he had invited, among others, to meet them," singing 
a hymn ci which the first verse and chorus was, 

" The Lord his messengers doth send, 
And he himself will quickly come ; 
The priests of Boodh, whose reign is short, 
Most leave the place to make them room." 

Three or four years afterwards, the writer of these pages 
entered the province at its other extremity j and writing on 
the spot, he says, " My entrance into this village reminded 
me of FaoPs into Lystra. The people almost quarrelled for 
the honor of receiving me, each protesting, * my house is the 
best.' They had never heard of the gospel before, and 
were more attentive, and quite as orderly at worship, as any 
Christian congregation I ever saw," 

These people now form a part of the settlement at Te-wa, 
where there is a flourishing little church. 

On descending the river two days' journey further south, 
" We met," says the journal, " wnth a religious teacher and 
his wife, who live in the neighborhood. They begged us lo 
stop ; bat after a little conversation, they concluded to re- 
turn, and started on before us. On reaching his house, 
where I now am, we found every thing prepared for us, in 
the very first of Karen style, with their garments spread on 
the fioor, fisr me to walk upon from one room to another. 
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While Kstening to the feading of tbe View* ia EJoHn^iie oc- 
casionally «Kckumed, <^The Lord,' < The laA,' * The XaonL' 
i(e has Imilt «n additioa to his house as a place of wMidiip ,* 
md hiaas^ and such of his aeighbors as are idisposed, as- 
senUe e^eiy xtigiu to iv'orship, where they pray md sang 
iiyutts. In his |daoe of worship, I foond a, shrine sfantnmd- 
ed with something resemhting a Chinese pagoda, and nsay 
xddicMloxis ornaments. I told him, these things were Bot 
proper. * Well, then/ said he, * I will destroy them, if you 
say they are wrong. I made them throngh ignorance, not 
knowing what was panoper. I have been long living in inpes^ 
that I should see a teacher among us, and now you have 
come, I am determined to do as you say.' " 

^* I was awaked in the middle of the night, by the singing 
of some women in the next room, who composed as they 
s«ii^. 1 caught a few verses.'' — 

"ir we know the Lord Jesus Christ, 

We are delivered from our sins j 

Whoever knows the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Is deUvered from his sins. 

Upon the whole earth, 

No other God should be worshiped j 

Tlironghout the whole earth, 

No other God should be worshiped. 

Praise the law of God, 

It is pure as water, even as sand 3 

Praise the truth of God, 

It is pleasant as water, smooth as iron." 

This man and his wife, with many of their neighbors, 
were subsequently baptized and formed the little church at 
T^mla, most of wliose .members have since moved up the 
driver to Mata. 

Ton 4ays later, on returning to Tavoy from Mei^^ by the 
seaboard through the Burman villages, we lost our way, the 

* The title ofa tract.— E. 
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MMBiieMtiMi writuti a few years after. 

*< M.y cegitatio&s weft itnenrapfted by a man behi&i calHnR 
^«Mit te his idioBi, ^ the Toad b lost' Sure esnoagh, th« toad iras 
^fMle, aad we soon found oovsel^es on the edge of a disaial 
ifmi»sp^ covered by a species of ficas with its thaosaod 
4IMIS, the sure iadex of itkertricable UNaes aiMl inuiutatia^ 
tiAewateis* 

fl^vibg been walking ftwoi the flxst blBsh of bmoi, with a 
view to reaching a small Burxnan irillage by ihe middle of 
tht afteraoon, we were safiiciently fatigned to he down and 
UTtail Ibr the fresh impetus of the tnorrow 9 but unfortunately 
tmr scrip was out; and erery voice counselled to more on, 
■box in what direction, was not so clear. Aftet a shcnt pause, 
the Katens instinctively turned to the mouDXains, and we 
plunged through a thick undergrowth of briars and creepers. 

—'■ The tropic sun had laid his burning head 
On twilig)it's lap,^ 

whea we suddenly found ourselves on the bauks of a moan*> 
tain stream, and entered a path that appeared to lead, to a 
Kjareii house. The energy of hope carried us up the hills 
till the last gleam <^ day died away, and the stars of night 
himg trembling in the heavens. We reaehed a field that had 
been cultivated, but alas! it had also been abandoned. Na^ 
tore was exhausted, and after making a fire to keep away 
the tigers heard around, we spent a few minutes in consider- 
ing die passage, < Thy will be dR«e,' and closed with prayer 
and praise to Him that doeth ail things well. Not having 
'ekber dinner or supper to prepare, our airangements for the 
night were soon made. I moved away the large stones in a 
smaH ravine, and, under aftw wfldplantahi leaves to defend 
me from the dew, lay down to sleep to the music of a sleep- 
less brook that rolled at my feet. We awoke with the wail- 
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ing cry of the long-armed apes,* bounding from tree to tree 
in the forests beyond us. *■ The morning has whitened,' said 
a Earen at my side, pointing to the first glow of dawn on the 
mountain summit ; and while the morning fog swept in gi- 
gantic fleeces over the plain below, except an occasional knoll 
peering above its waves, like an island in the ocean, we com- 
menced retracing our steps down the hill to a path at the foot, 
that had been observed leading to the north. Endeavoring 
to conjecture in what way our losing the road would be over- 
ruled to oar profit and usefulness, we moved on till nine or 
ten o'clock, when our eyes were gladdened by the sight of a 
Earen house. An old man on the verandah gazed at us a 
few moments in immovable silence, like the deer of his na- 
tive hills, and then turning to his family in the house, he call- 
ed out, ' The teacher has arrived ; the teacher has arrived.' 
The next moment he was before me, saying, < I will show 
you to the zayat. It is close by ; only a call distant.' This 
was passing strange to me, but as it appeared all a thing of 
course to the old man, I followed on to a more than ordinarily 
comfortable zayat in the neighborhood of some Earen houses, 
whose inmates were soon around me, like Cornelius and his 
friends, looking, though not saying, ' "We are aH here present 
before God to hear the things commanded thee of God !' It 
appeared on -explanation, that it had been told them, 'The 
teacher is in the jangle, and will call on you. You must ^ 
build a zayai for his reception, and listen to his precepts.' 
The zayat was just completed, and they were looking for my 
arrival daily, when I lost my way ; and instead of leaving 
their settlement many miles to the eastward, as I intended, I 
was most unintentionally led among them. I had fallen on 

* The animal referred to by Dr. Heifer, -who says, " A Hylobates, 
though the most common species in the interior, howling most pitia- 
bly in the solitary forests, seems to have liitherto escaped the obserw 
▼ation ik naturalists." 



APPENDIX. 153 . 

an oasis in the desert, and here a few days were spent which 
afford pleasure in the retrospect, and will afford pleasure, it 
is believed, in eternity. We parted with mutual regret, the 
people loading us with substantial proofs of their attachment 
in the shape of rice, fowls, eggs, yams, sweet potatoes, and 
sugar cane, while their last words were, ' You must come 
again next year and baptize us.' Another year came, and 
another, and another ; each year bringing with it that share 
of culture to this little spot, which the missionary and his 
native assistants could spare from a large field with numer- 
ous and urgent demands. The result was, a Christian popu- 
lation of about fifty, nearly twenty of whom have learned to 
read, eind more than twenty of whom have united with a 
Christian church on a profession of faith." They now 
form a part of the flourishing village of Ea-bin. 

" From the uttermost part of the earth we hear songs ; 

* Glory to the righteous.' 
For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, 

And as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it 
to spring forth ; 
So the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

To spring forth before all the nations."* 

* Isaiah 24 : 11. 61 : 11. 
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TO THE F RIENDS OF M ISSIONS. 

VALUABLE MISSIONARY WORKS PUBLISHED BY 
GOULD, KENDALL AND LINCOLN, 

BOSTON. 



THE GREAT COMMISSION, 

Or the Christian Church constituted and charged to convey the gospel 
to the world. By the Kev. John Harris, D.D., author of 
"Mammon," "Great Teacher," &c., with an Intro- 
ductory Essay, by Wiliam R. Williams, D.D., 
of New York. Second Edition. 
12mo. cloth. 

0*This work was written in consequence of the ofTcr of a priase of 
two hundred guineas by several prominent individuals in Scotland for 
the best essay on " the duty, privilege, and encouragement of Chris- 
tians to send the gospel of salvation to the unenlightened nations of 
the earth." The adjudicators (David Welsh, Ralph Wardlaw, Henry 
Melville, Jabez Bunting, Thos. S. Crisp) state " that forty-two essays 
were received^ and after much deliberation, the essay of l>r. Harris 
was placed first. They were influenced in iht^ir decision by the 
sentiment, style, and comprehensiveness of the essay, and by the gen- 
eral adaptation to the avowed object of the prize. 

From the numerous and extended notices and reviews of the work, 
the following extracts are given to show the 

" OPINION OF THE PRESS." 

" This work comes forth in circumstances which give and promise 
extraordinary interest and value. Its general circulation will do much 
good." N. Y. Evangelist. 

" A work of great excellence, rich in thought and illustration of a 
subject to which the attention of thousands has been culled by the 
word and providence of God." Philadelphia Observer. 

" The merits of the book entitle it to more than a prize of money. 
It constitutes a most powerful appeal on the subject of Missions." 

N. Y. Bap. Advocate. 

" Its style is remarkably chaste and elegant. Its sentiments richly 
and fervently evangelized, its argumentation conclusive." 

Zton'a Herald. 

" This is not the first prize essay by the same author. Those who 
have read the Great Teacher and Mammon, need no other recommen- 
dation to this." N. Y. Observer. 

" It depicts in a forcible manner, the blessings which attend mission- 
ary efforts, and examines at length the objections which i have been 
urged against the establishment of missions." Mercantile Journal. 

" We hope, that the volume will be attentively and prayerfully read 
by the whole Church, which are clothed with the '• Great Commis- 
fiion** to evangelize the world, and that they will be moved to an im- 
mediate discharge of its high and momentous obligations." 

JV. E. Puritan. 

" Of the several productions of Dr. Harris — all of them of great 
value — that now before us is destined probably to exert the most pow- 
erful influence in forming the religious and missionary character of 
coming generations. The vast fund of argument comprised in these 
pages will excite the admiration of thousands in our own;iand as well 
as in Europe." Boston Recorder. 
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ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF MISSIONS ; 

▲ BBCOBD OF THB VOYAGES, TRAVELS, LABOBS, AND SUCCESSES Or 
THB VARIOUS MISSIONARIES WHO HAVE BEEN SENT FORTH BT 
PROTESTANT SOCIETIES TO EVANGELIZE THE HEATHEN. COM- 
PILED FROM AUTHENTIC DOCUMENTS. FORMING A COMFLBTB 

MISSIONARY REPOSITORY. 
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ILLUSTRATED BY NUMEROUS ENGRAVINGS FROM 
ORIGINAL DRAWINGS MADE EXPRESSLY FOR 
THIS WORK. BY BEV. JOHN O. CHOULES, 
N. Y., AND REV. THOMAS SMITH, LON- 
DON. SIXTH EDITION, ENLARGED 
AND IMPROVED, IN TWO 
VOLUMES, QUARTO. 



The Publishers would invite the attention of all interested in tho 
prosperity and success of Missions, to this valual)le worlv. The pres- 
ent «iition has been improved and enlarged by a continuation of the 
work down to the present time. It will be seen, by reference to the 
recommendatory notices annexed, from prominent men of the various 
denominations, that it is free from all sectarian bias, and us such is eu- 
titled to the confidence of the Christian community. 

The work is printed on fine paper, from handsome stereotype plates, — 
contains 1228 pages of printed matter, and thirty-six splendid steel en- 
gravings, lu order to place it within tiic reach of every one wishing 
to possess this valuable repository of missionary intelligence, the pres- 
ent proprietors have determined to put it at the very low price of seven 
dollars per copy^ — one half the cost of former editions ; — making it one 
of the cheapest works published. 



RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The plan and object of " THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF MIS- 
SIONS" having been submitted to us, we beg leave most cordially to 
recommend it to the attention of the religious public, considering it 
highly calculated to extend the interest which is already felt on behalf 
of the great missionary enterprise. 

RuFUS Anderson, D. D., D.vvid Greene, Lucius Bolles, D. D., 
R. E. Pattison, D. D., P. Van Pelt, Wilhur Fiske, D. D., F. Way- 
land, D. D., Daniel Sharp, D.D., B. B. Wisner, D. D., J. Cod- 
man, D. D., Howard Malcom, William Jenks, D. D., J. D. Knowles, 
Irah Chase, H. J. Ripley, Baron Stow, William Hague, Samuel 
'Cox,D. D., Gardiner Spring, D. D., Spencer H. Cone, Charles 
G. Somers, Rohert M'Cabtee, D. D., G. M. Mathews, D. D., Arch- 
ibald Maclay, C. C. Cuvler, Ezra Fisk, D. D., B. T. Welch, D.D. 

A. Kbndrick, D. D., a. Alexander, D. D., G. Livingston, 
D. D., G. T. Bedell, D. D., W. T. Brantley, Ezra Stiles Ely, 
D. D., J. Breckenridoe, D. D., Luther Halsey, William Nevins, 

B. Babcock, D. D., John Pratt, J. C. Young, A. W. Lelard, D. D. 
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History of Missions. 

Worn Rev. R. Amdebson, D. D., See.'Jm. B. C. F. Miaaiont. 

The History of Missions, in two vols, quarto, by the Rev. Messrs. 
Smith and Choules, is the most comprehensive and the best extant. It 
contains a rich store of authentic facts, highly important both to the 
minister and the private Christian. To the former it will be an inval- 
uable assistant in his preparations for the monthly concert and other 
missionary meetings ; and in the fkmily, it will flirnish instructive and 
useful employment to the members of different ages, in many an hour 
that otherwise might not be so profitably occupied. 

R. Anderson. 

From the Secretaries Am. Bap. Board of For. Missions. 

The History of Missions, as its name denotes, is a narrative of the 
means and methods by which the gospel has been propagated in pagan 
lands, beginning with the earliest efforts of the church, but presenting 
more at large the origin and progress of the principal missionary insti- 
tutions of the last and present centuries. Being derived from authentic 
sources, and fitted, by its happy selection of incidents, to cherish an in- 
telligent interest in the subjects of which it treats, we hope it will se- 
cure an extensive circulation. It is worthy of a place in every Chris- 
tian library. Lucius Bolles, Solomon Peck. 

"It is to the notice of all the community that we introduce, with 
unfeigned pleasure, this work. If all our brethren would obtain and . 
read it, we doubt not our missionary concerts would become scenes of 
more lively interest. We beg our friends not to deprive themselves of 
the pleasure of owning the History." Baptist Magazine. 

" It is the first work, within our knowledge, that comes up, in the 
extent of its information, to the claims of the great subject of mis- 
sions. After a close examination, we consider the work to have been 
faithfully and accurately done. We cannot but hope that the publish- 
ers will be amply remunerated. The importance of the work can 
hardly be magnified. To all, we earnestly and confidently recommend 
* The Origin and History of Missions.' " Quarterly Observer. 

" We can only repeat the recommendation which we have more 
than once bestowed on this important work." Biblical Repository. 

"We welcome with deep and unaffected joy the appearance of Mr. 
Choules's 'Origin and history of Missions.' We devoutly thank God 
for a work which so fully and happily supplies that very information 
which is needed by all who would intelligently love and wisely pro- 
mote the great and arduous enterprise of the world's conversion, — who 
would know what has been done, and what remains to be done, and 
what light the wide and diversified experience of the past throws upon 
the means to be employed for the future." Christian Review. 

*• The work is just what every friend of Missions has long desired ; 
and perhaps more than one may exclaim, with the lamented Dr. Bedell, 
*• I had intended, if God sliould spare my life, to prepare a history of 
missions •, but (alluding to this work) how good is God ! it is already 
done.' " Christian Witness. 

" When we have taken up the volumes, we have laid them down 
again with reluctance, and only as constrained by necessity. They are 
rich ', replete with instructive facts and striking incidents, that will not 
fail to leave those impressions on the reader's mind, which a good man 
loves to cherish, and with which it must be the joy of his heart to \\yt^ 
and tbe delight of his soul to die." Boston Recorder. 
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MEMOIR OF 

GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN, 

Late MiMionary to Burmah, containing much intelligence relative to 

the Burman Mission. By Rev. Alonzo King. New edition. 

With an Introductory Essay, by a distinguished Clergy- 

man. Embellished -with a likeness. A beautiful 

Vignette on Steel, representing the baptismal 

scene just before his death*, and a 

drawing of his Tomb, taken by 

Rev. Howard Malcom. 

In noticing the lamented death of Mr. Boardman, Mr. Jndson, in 
one of his letters, thus speaks of his late worthy co-worker on the 
fields of Burmah : 

" One of the brightest luminaries of Burmah is extinguished, — dear 
brother Boardman is gone to his eternal rest. He fell gloriously at the 
head of his troops, in the arms of victory, — thirty-eight wild Karens 
having been brought into the camp of king Jesus since the beginning o 
the year, besides the thirty-two that were brought in during the two 
preceding years. Disabled by wounds, he was obliged, through the 
whole last expedition, to be carried on a litter ; but his presence was a 
host, and the Holy Spirit, accompanied his dying whispers with al- 
mighty influence. Such a death, next to that of martyrdom, must be 
glorious in the eyes of heaven. Well may he rest assured^that a tri- 
umphal crown awaits him on the great day, and ' Well done, good 
and faithflil Boardman, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.' " 

Mr. Mason, his worthy fellow-laborer among the Karens, says : — " I 
have been busily occupied all day and evening with the examination of 
candidates for baptism, and have received thirteen. Thus the work of 
conversion seems to have been produced, by the blessing of God, by 
means precisely similar to those which are blessed by revivals at home. 
The whole however, is to be traced to Mr. Boardman's flrst visit to the 
jungle, in 1829. An impulse was then given to Karen minds, which, I 
confidently anticipate, will never stop until the whole nation is con- 
verted." 

From Rev. J. O. ChouleSy author of History of Missions. 

I have read the Memoir of Boardman with great satisfaction. It is a 
volume of no ordinary merit, and will compare advantageously with 
any similar production. The great cliarm in the character of Mr. 
Boardman was his fervent piety ; and his biographer has succeeded 
admirably in holding him up to the Christian world as the pious stu- 
dent, the faithful minister, and the self-denying, laborious missionary. 
To the student, to the Christian minister, it will be a valuable book, 
and no Christian can peruse it without advantage. I hope our mini.si- 
tering brethren will aid in the circulation of the Memoir. Every 
church will be benefited by its difiusion among its members. I am 
much mistaken, if the perusal of this volume does not lead some 
youthful members of our churches to look with an eye of pity on the 
wastes of Paganism, and cry, " Here am I, send me." 

Yours, &c., John O. Choulgs. 

From Rev. Baron Stow. 

No one can read the Memoir of Boardman, without feeling that the 
religion of Christ is suited to purify the afiections, exalt the purposes, 
and give energy to the character. Mr. Boardman was a man of rare 
excellence, and his biographer, by a just exhibition of that excellence, 
has rendered au important service, not only to the cause of Christian 
missions, but to the interest of personal godliness. 

4 Yours, with esteem, Babon Stow. 



MEMOIR OF 

WILLIAM CAREY, D.D., 

FORTY YEARS MISSIONARY IN INDIA. 
By Eustace Carey. With an Introductory Essay, by F. Way land,' D.D. 

With a Likeness. 

During the forty years which Dr. Carey labored in the missionary 
cause, he was instrumental in the publication of 212,000 volumes of 
the Scriptures, in forty different languages, embracing the vernacular 
tongues of at least 27,000,000, of the human race, besides performing 
other labors, the enumeration of which would seem almost incredible. 

The work is done with modesty and good sense, and is written with 
piety, candor and simplicity. The author rarely indulges his imagina- 
tion, and seldom diverges from the plain path of beaten narrative. 
Whatever he says may be relied on with confldence, and will be pe- 
rused with interest. We would gladly have had more, but we are 
thankful that we have so much. — Introductory Essay. 



MEMOIR OF 

ANN H. JUDSON, 

Xate Missionary to Burmah, including a history of the American 
Baptist Mission in the Burman Empire. By James 
D. Knowles. A new edition. With a con- 
tinuation of t}ie History of the mis- 
sion down to the present year. 

The unexampled sale of this book in the United States, besides 
several editions in England, is a gratifying evidence of the public ap- 
probation. 

It is now published in improved style, and makes a GIFT much su- 
perior to any annual ; the embellishments being elegant and appro- 
priate, and the reading matter, which is of the most interesting and 
improving character, makes it one of the most desirable presents to a 
" Young Christian " that can be found. 

From the American Traveller. 

"We are particularly gratified to perceive a new edition of the Me- 
moirs of Mrs. Judson. She was an honor to our country — one of the 
most noble spirited of her sex. It cannot therefore be surprising that 
so many editions and so many thousand copies of her life and adven- 
tures have been sold. The name — the long career of sufiTering — the 
self-sacriflcing spirit of the retired country girl, have spread over the 
whole world ; and the heroism of her apostleship and almost martyr- 
dom, stands out a living and heavenly beacon fire amid the dark mid- 
night of ages, and human history and exploits. She was the first 
woman who resolved to become a missionary to heathen countries." — 
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The Christian Miniatare Library. 

Elegantly Bound in Clotky Oilt Edges. 



THE BIBLE AND THE CLOSET ; 

Or how we may read the Scriptures with the most spiritual profit, 
by Thomas Watson ; and Secret Prayer successfully man- 
aged, by Rev. Saml. Lee; Ministers ejected in 
1662, edited by J. O. CHOULES, with a 
recommendatory Letter, 
by £. N. KIRK. 

** This class of publications supply the most striking deficiency in the 
practical religious literature of our day. Here are rich views of scrip- 
tural illustration and of religious sentiment, buried in the tomes of the 
dxteenth and seventeenth centuries, and it is a good service to the 
church of the nineteenth, to re-open those mines. Our neophytes need 
it, and our ministerial corps may find models which can be most prof^ 
itably imitated."— JIfr. Kirk's Letter. 

THE FAMILY ALTAR; 

Or how may the duty of daily family Prayer be best managed for 

the spiritual benefit of every one in the family. By 

Thomas Doolittle, 1674. Edited by 

J. O. CHOULES. 

THE CASKET OF FOUR JEWELS, 

For Young Christians. Containing Apollos — Growth in Grace — ^The 
Golden Censer — and The Christian Citizen. 

THE MARRIAGE RING; 
Or how to make Home Happy. By the Rev. John Angel James. 

Other volumes of the above beautiful series are in prepcaration, and 

will be speedily issued. 

The fallowing are done up in paper, gilt edges. 

APOLLOS : 
Or directions to persons just commencing a Religious Life. 

GROWTH IN GRACE : 

Or the young Professor directed how to attain to Eminent Piety. From 
the writings of J. EDWARDS and J. A. JAMES. 

THE CHRISTIAN CITIZEN: 
By JOHN HARRIS, D. D. 

THE GOLDEN CENSER : 
Or a visit to the House of Prayer, ft-om the writings of 
JOHN HARRIS, D. P. 
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